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“Ttis all right, I hope,”’ 
stammered Ford, turning red 
and pale and red again. 

‘‘Where did you get the 
money?” I asked, parrying 
this question. 

‘¢FRrom my sister.” ee 

I started when I heard = steamers.” 
this answer, and with good vs 
reason. My enquiries about Roy had revealed that he was in love 
with a hospital nurse whose name was Clara Ford. Without doubt 
she had obtained the notes from Roy, after he had stolen them 
from Ulster Lodge. But why the necessity of the robbery? _ 

““Why did you get a hundred pounds from your sister?” I 
asked Ford. 


He did not answer, but looked appealingly at Maudsley. That 
gentieman interposed. 
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‘We must make a clean breast of it, Ford,” he said, with a sigh; 
‘‘if you have committed a second crime to conceal the first, I 
cannot help you. This time matters are not at my discretion.” 

‘¢] have committed no crime,’ said Ford desperately, turning 
tome. ‘Sir, I may as well admit that I embezzled one hundred 
pounds from Mr. Maudsley to pay a gambling debt. He kindly 
and most generously consented to overlook the delinquency if I 
replaced the money. Not having it myself I asked my sister. 
She, a poor hospital nurse, had not the amount. Yet, as non- 
payment meant ruin to me, she asked a Mr. Julian Roy to help her. 
He at once agreed to do so, and gave her two fifty pound notes. 
She handed them to me, and I gave them to Mr. Maudsley, who 
paid them into the bank.” 

This, then, was the reason of Roy’s remark. He did not refer 
to his own ruin, but to that of Ford. To save this unhappy man, 
and for love of the sister, he had committed the crime. I did not 
need to see Clara Ford, but at once made up my mind to arrest 
Roy. The case was perfectly clear, and I was fully justified in 
taking this course. Meanwhile, 1 made Maudsley and his clerk 
promise silence, as I did not wish Roy to be put on his guard by 
Miss Ford, through her brother. 

‘¢ Gentlemen,” I said, after a few moments’ pause, ‘I cannot, 
at present, explain my reasons for asking these questions, as it 
would take too long, and I have no time to lose. Keep silent 
about this interview till to-morrow, and by that time you shall 
know all.” 

‘¢ Has Ford got into fresh trouble?” asked Maudsley, anxiously. 

‘© No, but someone else has.” 

‘My sister,” began. Ford faintly, when I interrupted him at 
once. 

‘‘ Your sister is all right, Mr. Ford. Pray trust in my assist- 
ance; no harm shall come to her or to you, if I can help it—but, 
above all, be silent.” 

This they readily promised, and I returned to Scotland Yard, 
quite satisfied that Roy would get no warning. The evidence 
was so clear that I could not doubt the guilt of Roy. Else how 
had he come into possession of the notes ? Already there was 
sufficient. proof to hang him, yet I also hoped to clinch the 
certainty by proving his ownership of the greenstone idol. It did 
not belong to Vincent, or to his dead wife, yet someone must 
have brought it into the study. Why not Roy, who, to all 
appearances, had committed the crime, the more so as the image 
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was splashed with the victim’s blood? There was no difficulty in 
obtaining a warrant, and with this I went off to Gower Street. 

Roy loudly protested his innocence. He denied all knowledge 
of the crime and of the idol. I expected the denial, but was 
astonished at the defence he put forth. It was very ingenious, 
but so manifestly absurd that it did not shake my belief in his 
guilt. I let him talk himself out—which was perhaps wrong— 
but he would not be silent, and then took him off in a cab. 

‘<I swear I did not commit the crime,” he said, passionately ; 
‘no one was more astonished than I at the news of Mrs. Vincent’s 
‘death ” ae ” ‘Yet you were at Ulster Lodge 
Aer eet \ on the night in question ?”’ 

poor ‘‘T admit it,’”’ he replied, frankly ; 
‘“were I guilty I would not do so. 
But I was there at the request of 
Vincent.” 

‘* T must remind you that all you 
Say now will be used in evidence 
against you.” 

*“T don’t care! I will defend 
myself. I asked Vincent for a hun- 
dred pounds, and 4s 

‘“Of course you did, to give to 
Miss Ford.”’ 

‘* How do you know that ?”’ he 
asked, sharply. 

‘From her brother, through 
, Maudsley. He paid the notes sup- 
plied by you into the bank. If you 
wanted to conceal your crime you 

, should not have been so reckless.”’ 
ee eee noo NAN ENTERED = «< T have committed no crime,” 
retorted Roy, fiercely. ‘* I obtained 
the money from Vincent, at the request of Miss Ford, to save her 
brother from being convicted for embezzlement.” 

‘‘ Vincent denies that he gave you the money !” 

‘Then he lies. I asked him at the Chestnut Club for one 
hundred pounds. He had not that much on him, but said that 
two hundred were in his desk at home. As it was imperative that 
I should have the money on the night, I asked him to let me go 
down for it.” | 

‘«¢ And he refused!” 
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“He did not. He consented, and gave me a note to Mrs. 
Vincent, instructing her to hand me over a hundred pounds. I 
went to Brixton, got the money in two fifties, and gave them to 
Miss Ford. When I left Ulster Lodge, between eight and nine, 
Mrs. Vincent was in peifect health, and quite happy.” 

‘‘An ingenious defence,” said I, doubtfully, ‘‘ but Vincent 
absolutely denies that he gave you the money.” 

Roy stared hard at me to see if I were joking. Evidently the 
attitude of Vincent puzzled him greatly. 

‘¢ That is ridiculous,’’ said he, quietly; ‘‘ he wrote a note to his 
wife instructing her to hand me the money.” 

‘‘ Where is that note ?”’ 

‘‘T gave it to Mrs. Vincent.” 

‘It cannot be found,” I answered; ‘if such a note were in 
her possession it would now be in mine.” 

‘© Don’t you believe me?” 

‘¢ How can I against the evidence of those notes and the denial 
of Vincent ?” 

‘¢ But he surely does not deny that he gave me the money ?” 

‘¢ He does.” 

‘‘He must be mad,” said Roy, in dismay ; ‘‘one of my best 
friends, and to tell so great a falsehood. Why, if——” 

‘¢'You had better be silent,” I said, weary of this foolish talk ; 
‘‘if what you say is true, Vincent will exonerate you from 
complicity in the crime. If things occurred as you say, there is no 
sense in his denial.” ' 

This latter remark was made to stop the torrent of his speech. 
It was not my business to listen to incriminating declarations, 
or to ingenious defences. All that sort of thing is for judge and 
jury; therefore I ended the conversation as above, and marched off 
my prisoner. Whether the birds of the air carry news I do not 
know, but they must have been busy on this occasion, for next 
morning every newspaper in London was congratulating me on 
my clever capture of the supposed murderer. Some detectives 
would have been gratified by this public laudation—I was not. 
Roy's passionate protestations of innocence made me feel uneasy, 
and I doubted whether, after all, I had the right man under lock 
and key. Yet the evidence was strong against him. He admitted 
having been with Mrs. Vincent on the fatal night, admitted 
possession of two fifty pound notes. His only defence was the 
letter of the stockbroker, and this was missing—if, indeed, it had 
ever been written. 
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Vincent was terribly upset by the arrest of Roy. He liked the 
young man, and had believed in his innocence so far as was 
possible. But in the face of such strong evidence, he was forced 
to believe him guilty; yet he blamed himself severely that he had 
not lent the money, and so averted the catastrophe. 

‘¢T had no idea that the matter was of such moment,” he said 
to me, ‘else I would have gone down to Brixton myself and 
given him the money. Then his frenzy would 
have spared my wife, and himself a death on 
the scaffold.” 

“ What do you 
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think of his defence ?”’ 
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“ MARCHED OFF MY PRISONER.” 


‘It is wholly untrue. I did not write a note, nor did I tell 
him to go to Brixton. Why should I, when I fully believed no 
one was in the house?” 

‘*‘ It was a pity you did not go home, Mr. Vincent, instead of 
to the Alhambra.”’ 

‘‘It was a mistake,” he assented, ‘‘but I had no idea Roy 
would attempt the robbery. Besides, I was under engagement to 
go to the theatre with my friend Dr. Monson.” 

‘* Do you think that idol belongs to Roy ?”’ 

‘I can’t say, I never saw it in his possession. Why?” 
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‘** Because I firmly believe that if Roy had not the idol in his 
pocket on that fatal night he is innocent. Oh, you look astonished, 
but the man who murdered your wife owns that idol.” 

The morning after this conversation a lady called at Scotland 
Yard, and asked to see me. Fortunately, I was then in the 
neighbourhood, and, guessing whom she was, afforded her the 
interview she sought. When all left the room she raised her veil, 
and I saw before me a noble-looking woman, somewhat resembling 
Mr. Maudsley's clerk. Yet, by some contradiction of nature, her 
face was the more virile of the two. 

‘“You are Miss Ford ?”’ I said, guessing her identity. 

‘‘T am Clara Ford,” she answered quietly. ‘I have come to 
see you about Mr. Roy.” | 

‘‘ Tam afraid nothing can be done to save him.” 

‘¢ Something must be done,” she said passionately. ‘ We are 
engaged to be married, and all a woman can do to save her lover 
I will do. Do you believe him guilty °”’ 

‘‘In the face of such evidence, Miss Ford 

‘IT don’t care what evidence is against him,” she retorted ; 
‘he is as innocent of the crime as I am. Do you think a man 
fresh from the committal of a crime would place the money wen 
by that crime in the hands of the woman he professes to love? I 
tell you he is innocent.” 

‘¢ Mr. Vincent doesn't think so.” 

“Mr. Vincent!” said Miss Ford, with scornful emphasis. 
‘Oh, yes! I quite believe he would think Julian guilty.” 

‘¢ Surely not if it were possible to think otherwise! He is, or 
rather was, a staunch friend to Mr. Roy.” 

‘¢ So staunch that he tried to break off the match between us. 
Listen to me, sir. I have told no one before, but I tell you now. 
Mr. Vincent is a villain. He pretended to be the friend of Julian, 
and yet dared to make proposals to me—dishonourable proposals, 
for which I could have struck him. He, a married man, a pre- 
tended friend, wished me to leave Julian and fly with him.” 

‘¢ Surely you are mistaken, Miss Ford. Mr. Vincent was most 
attentive to his wife.” 

‘He did not care at all for his wife,” she replied, steadily. 
‘He was in love with me. To save Julian annoyance I did not 
tell him of the insults offered to me by Mr. Vincent. Now that 
Julian is in trouble by an unfortunate mistake, Mr. Vincent is 
delighted.” 

‘‘It is impossible. I assure you Vincent is very sorry to——’’ 


93 
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‘‘ You do not believe me,” said she, interrupting. ‘‘ Very well, 
I shall give you proof of the truth. Come to my brother’s rooms 
in Bloomsbury. I shall send for Mr. Vincent, and if you are con- 
cealed you shall hear from his own lips how glad he is that my 
lover and his wife are removed from the path of his dishonourable 
passion.” 

‘¢] shall come, Miss Ford, but I think you are mistaken in 

Vincent.” 

‘‘You shall see,” she replied, coldly. Then, with a sudden 
change of tone, ‘‘ Is there no way of sav- 
ing Julian? I am sure he is innocent. 
Appearances are against him, but it was 
not he who committed the crime. Is there 
no way—no way?” 

Moved by her earnest appeal, I pro- 
duced the greenstone idol, and told her 
all I had donz in connection with it. 
She listened eagerly, and readily grasped 
at the hope thus held out to her of saving 
Roy. When in possession of all the facts 
she considered in silence for some two 
minutes. At the end of that time she 
drew down her veil and prepared to take 
her departure. 

‘‘Come to my brother’s rooms in 

’ Alfred Place, near Tottenham Court 
Road,”’ said she, holding out her hand. 
‘‘T promise you that there you shall see 
Mr. Vincent in his true character. Good- 
bye till Monday at three o’clock.”’ 

From the colour in her face and the 

‘SHE RAISED HER VEIL." bright light in her eye, I guessed she had 

some scheme in her head for the saving 

of Roy. I think myself clever, but after that interview at Alfred Place 
I declare I am but a fool compared to this woman. She put two 
and two together, ferreted out unguessed-of evidence, and finally 
produced the most wonderful resuit. When she left me at this 
moment the greenstone idol was in her pocket. With that she 
hoped to prove the innocence of her lover and the guilt of another 
person. It was the cleverest thing I ever saw in my life. 

The inquest on the body of Mrs. Vincent resulted in a verdict 

of wilful murder against some person or persons unknown. Then 
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she was buried, and all London waited for the trial of Roy. He 
was brought up and charged with the crime, reserved his defence, 
and in due course was committed for trialk Meantime I called 
on Miss Ford at the appointed time, and found her alone. — 

«Mr. Vincent will be here shortly,” she said, calmly. ‘I see 
Julian is committed for trial.” 

‘“¢ And has reserved his defence.” 

*‘ T will defend him,” said she, with a strange look in her face ; 
*‘T am not afraid for him now. He saved my unhappy brother. 
I am going to save him.” 

‘‘ Have you discovered any- Pe 
thing ?”’ cnn we 

‘‘T have discovered a good 
deal. Hush! That is Mr. 
Vincent,” she added, as a cab 
drew up tothe door. ‘ Hide 
yourself behind this curtain, 
and do not appear until I give 
you the signal.” 

Wondering what she was 
about to do, I concealed myself 7 
as directed. The next moment’ ~ 
Vincent was in the room, and 
then ensued one of thestrangest 
of scenes. She received him 
coldly, and mctioned him to a 
seat. Vincent was nervous, but 
she might have been of stone, 
so little emotion did she display. 

‘‘T have sent for you, Mr. 
Vincent,” she said, “to ask “*COME TO MY BROTHER'S ROOMS.” 
your help in releasing Julian.” 

‘How can I help you,” he answered, in amazement— 
“willingly would I do so, but it is out of my power.” 

‘¢T don’t think it is!” 

‘‘T assure you, Clara,” he began eagerly, when she cut him 
short. 

‘‘ Yes, call me Clara! Say that you love me! Lie, like all 
men, and yet refuse to do what I wish.” 

‘“T am not going to help Julian to marry you,” declared he, 
sullenly. ‘* You know that I love you—lI love you dearly, I wish 
to marry you 
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“Is not that declaration rather soon after the death of your 
wife ?”’ 

‘‘ My wife is gone, poor soul, let her rest.” 

‘Yet you loved her ?”’ 

“I never loved her,” he said, rising to his feet. ‘I love you! 
From the first moment I saw you I loved you. My wife is dead! 
Julian Roy is in prison on a charge of murdering her. With these 
obstacles removed there is no reason why we should not marry.”’ 

“If I marry you,” she said, slowly, “will you help Julian to 
refute this charge ?”’ 

‘‘T cannot! The evidence is too strong against him !” 

‘You know he is innocent, Mr. Vincent.” 

‘IT do not! I believe he murdered my wife.” 

‘You believe he murdered your wife,” she reiterated, coming 
a step nearer and holding out the greenstone idol—‘‘do you 
believe that he dropped this in the study when his hand struck 
the fatal blow?” 

‘Tl don’t know!” he said, coolly glancing at the idol, ‘I 
never saw it before.” 

“Think again, Mr. Vincent—think again. Who was it that 
went to the Alhambra at eight o’clock with Dr. Monson, and met 
there the captain of a New eeaane steamer with whom he was 
acquainted ?” 

‘It was I,” said Vincent, defiantly, ‘* and what of that ?”’ 

“This!” she said, in a loud voice. ‘This captain gave you 
the greenstone idol at the Alhambra, and you stuffed it into your 
breast pocket. Shortly afterwards you went down to Brixton, 
after the man whose death you had plotted. You repaired to your 
house, killed your unhappy wife, who received you in all innocence, 
took the balance of the money, hacked the desk, and then dropped 
by accident this idol which convicted you of the crime.” 

During this speech she advanced step by step towards the 
wretched man, who, pale and anguished, retreated before her fury. 
He came right to my hiding place, and almost fell into my arms. 
I had heard enough to convince me of his guilt, and the next 
moment was struggling with him. 

‘““Itis a lie! a lie!” he said hoarsely, trying to escape. 

‘It is true!” said I, pinning him down. ‘From my soul I 
believe you guilty.” 

During the fight his pocket- book fell on the floor, and the 
papers therein were scattered. Miss Ford picked up one spotted 
with blood. 
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“The proof!’’ she sz.id, holding it before us. ‘The proof 
that Julian spoke the truth. There is the letter written by you 
which authorised your unhappy wife to give him one hundred 
pounds,” 


- 





“SHE ADVANCED STEP BY STEP.” 


Vincent saw that all was against him, and gave in without 
further struggles, like the craven he was. 
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“Fate is too strong for me,” he said, when I snapped the 
handcuffs on his wrists. ‘I admit the crime. It was for love of 
you that I did it. I hated my wife, who was a drag on me, and I 
hated Roy, who loved you. In one sweep I thought to rid-myself 
of both. His application for that money put the chance into my. 
hand. I went to Brixton, found that my wife had given the 
money as directed, and then killed her with the foil snatched from 
the wall. I smashed the desk and overturned the chair, to favour 
the idea of the robbery, and then left the house. Driving to a 
higher station than Brixton, I caught a train and was speedily 
back at the Alhambra. Monson never suspected my absence, 
thinking I was in a different corner of the house. I had thus an 
alibt ready. Had it not been for that letter, which I was fool 
enough to keep, and that infernal. idol that dropped out of my 
pocket, I would have hanged Roy and married you. As it turns 
out the idol has betrayed me. And now, sir,’’ he added, turning 
to me, ‘‘ you had better take me to gaol.” | | 

I did so there and then. After the legal formalities were gone 
through Julian Roy was released, and ultimately married Miss 


Ford. Vincent was hanged, as he well deserved to be, for so ° 


cowardly a crime. My reward was the greenstone god, which I 
keep as a memento of a very curious case. Some weeks later 
Miss Ford told me the way in which she had laid the trap. 

‘When you revealed your suspicions about the idol,” she said, 
‘¢T was convinced that Vincent had something to do with the 
crime. You mentioned Dr. Monson as having been with him at 
the Alhambra. He is one of the doctors at the hospital in which 
Iam employed. I asked him about the idol, and showed it to 
him. Hée*remembered it being given to Vincent by the captain of 
the K——-. The curious look of the thing had impressed itself on 
his memory. On hearing this I went to the docks and saw the 
captain. He recognised the idol, and remembered. giving it to 
Vincent. From what you told meI guessed the way in which 
the plot was carried out, so spoke to Vincent as you heard. Most 
of it was guesswork, and only when I saw that letter was I 
absolutely sure of his guilt. It is due to the greenstone god.” 

So I think, but also to Chance. But for the accident of it 
dropping out of Vincent’s pocket, Roy would have been hanged for 
a crime of which he was innocent. Therefore do I say that in 
nine cases out of ten Chance does more in clinching a case than 
all the dexterity of the man in charge. 
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She folks Play in the Syrel. 


By Rospert Barr. 
ILLUSTRATIONS BY B. JOHANNES, OF MERAN. 


VERY Sunday in the autumn and early winter the people of 
Meran, a town that was once the capital of the Tyrol, and 
is now a most charming winter resort, give a representation of 
historical scenes, entitled ‘‘ Tyrol in the year 1809.” The actors 
are the tradespeople of the town and the farmers round about. 
The theatre is in the open air, on the plain to the west of Meran, 
and consists of an enclosure with seats for several thousand people, 
the heads of the audience being protected by the blue sky above. 
At the back is a range of covered boxes. The stage for the most 
part is the solid earth, but sometimes the action takes place in the 
interior of the picturesque Tyrolese house built in front of the 
“stalls.” This house is part of the stage village that is seen on 
either side, and the most prominent part. The whole thing is 
realistic to the last degree, and the general appearance to the 
spectator who has paid his gulden and a half will be understood 
better by a glance at the picture than by reading pages of descrip- 
tion. The background is enough to make a London spectacular 
manager green with helpless envy. First, there are terraces of 
grapes, then forests of pine, and, lastly, bare porphyry peaks 6,000 
feet high, with snowfields beyond against the blue sky, rising into 
the air more than 10,000 feet. To the left hangs over us the grim 
square tower of Durnstein Castle ; lower, and to the right, the ruins 
of Brunnenberg, another castle. Above Brunnenberg is the 
ancient Schloss Tirol, the earliest residence of the Counts of 
Tyrol, with its grey walls and picturesque red roof, and by its side 
the precipitous cliff down which the rest of the castle fell, showing 
that a man may build on a rock and yet be as unsafe as he who 
built upon the sand. The little village of St. Peter, with its white 
house or two and its tiny church spire, stands out against the green 
mountain side. And the beauty of it all is that the house and 
village which make up the stage setting are quite in keeping with 
this grandeur of background, for they are but a duplicate of the 
houses and villages we see from our seats in the ‘dress circle.” 
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Such a performance as this at Meran must inevitably invite 
comparison with the Oberammergau dramatic entertainment. 
With all deference to Oberammergau, I think its chief merit is 
that the outbreak takes place but once in ten years.- The 
Oberammergau lodging-house keepers and waiters give a rendition 
. of something done by foreigners nearly two thousand years ago in 
a country they never saw, some thousands of miles away. It 
- stands to reason that a company of Adelphi actors would do the 


thing much better, the ignorance being equal in each case, and 


the experience favouring the Adelphi players. 


But the Tyrolese are the descendants of the men who took 
part in these stirring events less than a hundred years ago. The. 


actors take down from the pegs in their barns the deadly scythes 
which, for the most part, form their military equipment on the 


stage, just as their ancestors took down similar weapons in 1809 


to goto the real war. The events dramatised took place right 
here, and in this neighbourhood, north and south, and the eternal 
peaks that look down on the mimicry in 1893 looked down with 
equal impassiveness on the real events eighty-four years ago. 
And, what is more, you feel as you look at the play that, if the 
French were to tackle this hilly country to-morrow, instead of 
peaceful, enervated Siam, these same men would gather up their 
acricultural implements, and with a whoop and a scythe descend 
on the invaders, scattering consternation and ghastly wounds 
within the swath they swung. There is, therefore, about the play 
at Meran a deadly, earnest reality that thrills the spectator as if he 
were looking at real battle, while certain of the scenes are so 
pathetic that the most callous man of the world finds it impossible 
to look on them unmoved, while those more inclined towards 
‘‘ sensibility,’’ as old-fashioned novels have it, unblushingly weep. 
The central character in the play is, of course, Andreas Hofer. 
I was about to call Andreas Hofer the William Tell of the Tyrol, but 
I remember that Tell fought against the Austrians, while Hofer 
fought for them. Tell wanted his country to be independent of 
. Austria, Hofer wanted his country to be dependent on Austria. 
Both succeeded. Hofer led the Tyrclese peasantry to victory, 
drove out the French and Bavarians, baffled Napoleon for months, 
was ruler, for a while, of Tyrol, was at length captured by 
Napoleon, and cruelly, unjustly murdered by him at Mantua. 
The shooting of Hofer was not the first nor the last murder 
the little spiteful, revengeful man committed ; but it was a most 
wanton crime, and Napoleon’s own generals tried to prevent it. . 
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COMMENCEMENT OF THE REVOLT IN MERAN. 


The Tyrolese mourned for Hofer, grieving at the loss of a good 
neighbour, a genial innkeeper, and honest dealer in horses and 
wine, but they never suspected 
that one of the world’s heroes 
had lived among them. ‘This 
fact had to be pointed out to 
them by the poets and story- 
tellers of Germany, by foreign 
artists and writers. It was not 
until 1880 that they thought of 
putting a tablet on the chdlet in 
which Hofer was captured, 
betrayed by one of his own 
comrades, not for gold, but under 
threats of death. Now, however, 
Hofer has his proper place in the 
annals of the country he fought 
for, and only the: other day the 
Emperor of Austria unveiled a 
monument to him at Innsbruck. 

On Sunday, apparently, the ANDREAS HOFER. (ANTON CHRISTIN.) 
whole population of Meranwas _ 
flocking through the old Vinstgau Gate, streaming along the 
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Gratsch Road toward the open country, where the. Folksplayhaus 
is situated. The scene outside was like a part of a play 
itself. ‘‘We keep by the old fashion” is a saying among the 
people here, and, unlike the natives of Switzerland, the Tyrolese 
are not ashamed of their national costumes. There were booths 
for the sale of wine and beer, while benches and tables were 
scattered all over the place. Here the gaily-attired peasant and 
his ‘ best girl" sat, the one great beer mug, economically, in many 
instances, sufficing for the two. Broad-brimmed hats with an 
upright feather dancing in the breeze; extraordinary vests of 
green, red, or yellow; breeches reaching just above the knee, and 
stockings coming up to an inch or two below, thus leaving the 
knee bare, seemed a sort of compromise between the costumes of 
the knickerbockered Englishman and the kilted Highlander—all 
this made a striking picture as the wearers in hundreds moved 
here and there, smoking their long pipes and vile tobacco. 

Inside, the play was announced by the ringing of a bell and the 
striking up of an unseen band, in which brass and bass drum pre- 
dominated. One of the front doors opened, and a pretty young 
girl came out and spoke the prologue after the fashion of old 
English stage ritual. She did it very well, and gave us some 
historical information. When she had curtsied sweetly and 
returned the way she came, a picturesquely attired and somewhat 
ragged ruffian appeared on the roof. He had an extraordinary 
whip in his hand. The handle was perhaps three feet long and 
tapered towards both ends, being several inches thick in the 
middle. The lash was like a modified boa-constrictor several 
inches thick, and was some fifteen or twenty feet long. If an 
ordinary man attempted to use such an instrument the lash would 
coil itself around him and bring him down from that roof in about 
two seconds. But the ragman knew his business. He gave 
several yells fit to arouse anyone recently deceased, then, bracing 
himself back, he flung his lashtothe winds. In the most beautiful 
curves it writhed, now to his right, now to his left, looking in 
the bright sunlight like an energetic fiery serpent out on the spree. 
Further and further back leaned the ragman, both hands thrashing 
the air with that gigantic whip, and at every’ twist it was as ifa 
gun fired. Bang, bang, bang, went this tremendous whip, not 
like pistol-shots, but infinitely louder. It was simply a cannonade. 

If that industrious individual will go to London, I can assure 
him a tremendous ovation. He would take the town by 
storm on any music-hall stage, besides, doubtless, flecking off 
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ADIEU TO THE LANDSTURM. 


a number of heads on the back benches. 


I have seen most of 


Shakespeare’s plays, but never anything like this as -cracking in 


them. This detonating exhibi- 
tion, it may be added, represents 
the bringing down of the cows 
from the mountains in the 


autumn. ‘The cattle come down 
amidst a fusillade of whip- 
cracks. 


The whip-shots were the 
signals for the trooping in of 
the natives. A village fair was 
on, and the peasantry poured in 
from the two side streets, filling 
up the space in front of the stage 
house. Some rode on horses, 
some on donkeys, most were 
on foot. A wagon drawn by 
oxen brought in a huge tun of 
wine, just such an outfit as you 
might meet any day in the 





ANDREAS HOFER’S WIFE. 
EGGER.) 


(MISS BERTHA 


autumn on any of the winding roads about Meran coming from 
the grape fields; in fact, the vehicle and the oxen and the driver 
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were employed during the week in the useful occupation I have 
mentioned. The Bavarian officials inspect the wine, after the man- 
ner of Customs officers all the world over, and the wagon drives on. 
Passing to and fro among the laughing, drinking crowd:are the 
detested minions of the Bavarian Government in uniform. One of 
them at last puts his arm around a Tyrolese girl, and then there is 
a row. This isGuelled by the energetic interference of the more 
cool-headed, but every one is wrought up toa pitch of great resent- 
ment against the intruding ioreigner, and they all resolve to rise in 
revolt against him. In the midst of this exciting scene the 
church bell tolls solemniy the hour for prayer, and at once all 
tumult is hushed, the people simultaneously sink to their knees, 
with heads bowed, the leaders strike hands, remaining thus with 
eyes uplifted to Heaven. 

It is the beginning of a religious war. ‘“ For God, our country, 
and the Kaiser,” is the cry. 

The second scene opens in the Sandhof, np the Passeir Valley, 
the house in which Hofer was born. The Passeir Valley beg:..s 
at Meran, penetrating north among the wild mountains. The 
turbulent Passeir flows along the valley, through the centre of 
Meran, ordinarily a clear green, foaming stream, but after a rain 
a roaring torrent, typically tinged a blood-red hue by the débris 
“ washed down from the mountains of porphyry. The Sandhof 
stands to-day as it did in 1809, a few miles to the north of Meran. 

The front of the house on the stave slides out of sight and 
_ reveals the interior of the inn, with the leaders deliberating. Here 
- wesee Hofer for the first time, and also his heroic wife, whom 
Napoleon took prisoner in the snow, lacking, however, the. courage 
to shoot her and her captured family, his vengeance being 
apparently satisfied with the murder of the husband and father. 
_ This scene concludes with the marching out of the reserves, which 
makes a most animated picture. Old and young take part, armed 

with every implement of offence that hands could be laid upon, 
- ancient muskets, rifles, scvthes, reaping-hooks, pikes, knives, and 
clubs. Over two hundred people are on the stage, and their 
motley garb, the incongruous multiplicity of their weapons, the 
‘marching side by side of tottering old men and beardless youths, 
the ringing cheers and uncontrollable enthusiasm of the warriors, 
_ all combine to produce such a scene as a man rarely has the 
privilege of beholding. 
. .. The third section of the play opens with a tableau of a battle. 
It was a well-composed piece, with Hofer in the midst cheering 
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on his followers, holding aloft the flag. The flag used in the play 
is the real flag that Hofer carried. In the foreground kneels the 
capuchin monk Haspinger, holding a crucifix over the face of a 
dying man. MHaspinger, who died as recently as 1858, fought as 
bravely and as effectively as Hofer throughout the war. 

Then followed ‘* Hofer’s Day of Honour ’’ and ‘“‘ The Decorating 
of Hofer in the Church.”” The Emperor had sent a silver chain to 
be put around the neck of the hero, and Hofer was made military 
and civil’ Governor of the Tyrol. The innkeeper dwelt in the 
palace of the kings, and for some time Hofer presided in the 
Schloss Tirol, which now frowned down upon us from the heights 
as we Sat there looking at the play. In that castle, says the good 
and always accurate Mr. Baedeker, ‘‘ Hofer conducted the 
administration with his characteristic shrewdness and simplicity.” 

I have often admired Mr. Henry Irving’s treatment of a scene 
in a cathedral. It isa stage setting he is fond of, and it lends 
itself to impressive and picturesque results. I never expected to 
see Mr. Irving beaten at his own speciality in a remote mountain 
village, but so it was. The decorating of Hofer in the church was 
admirably done. In seeing a Lyceum cathedral setting, you do 
not forget you are in a theatre; in looking at this mountain- 
church picture, one felt it was the real thing. Perhaps that is 
because the peasant-actors are more devout than the Lyceum 
company. The villagers apparently forgot they were acting, and 
remembered only they were taking part in an impressive service 
in theirown church. Even the majority ot the audience were 
carried away by the reality of it all, and they bowed their heads 
and murmured the responses without thinking where they actually 
were. 

The interior of the stage house changed to the long aisle of 
the Court Church at Innsbruck. At the far end was the altar with 
all its gorgeous decoration. Two officers of the church in long 
cream-coloured robes led Hofer up the aisle, leaving him kneeling 
in front of the altar. The censor-swingers were filling the church 
with the dim mist of the incense. The priest held aloft the silver 
chain. The organ pealed, and the priest came slowly down the 
steps and placed the Emperor's gift on the neck of the Man of the 
People. 

As this impressive scene was shut from our view there 
occurred an unrehearsed effect that was almost equally im- 
pressive. The concealed band struck up the “ Kaiser’s Hymn "— 
the National Anthem of Austria. The audience at once rose to 
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DECORATING HOFER IN THE CHURCH. 


its feet, and, turning from the stage, all eyes seemed to be fixed on 
an oiasse man in general’ s uniform who stood in the centre box. 
lala! Theman wasevidently much moved 
by the scene he had just witnessed ; 
his eyes were wet, and, erect as he 
stood, it was evident that it required 
all his self-control to keep his face 
from showing his emotion. When 
the solemn strains of the hymn were 
finished, the audience, remaining on 
its feet, cried ‘*‘ Hoch!’’ three times, 
with hands raised aloft. The effect 
of this word sounding simultane- 
ously from two. thousand throats is 
simply indescribable. The man 
raised his hand in military salute. 
A capuchin monk stood besid . 
me. He wasa member of the same 
monastery that had sent out the 
heroic Haspinger. I said to him: 
** Who is that man in the box?” 


“It is the Erzherzog (Arch-Duke) Carl Ludwig, the brother of 
the Emperor.” 
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The scene that followed was one to make Sir Augustus Harris 
’ tear his hair—if he has any—in despair. It was quite in his own 
line, and represented the battle on the Kichelberg. Now the 
Kichelberg is the hill at our right, and a man seated on the 
enclosure around the auditorium could almost touch its green sides 
with his outstretched hand. So the scenery on which the play- 
fight was to be fought was the identical ground on which the real 
battle had taken place. Think of that! Sir Augustus (I came 
near writing St. Augustus, for everything hereabouts reminds one 
of saints rather than sirs). 

The battle, of course, we did not see, but we heard it, and saw 
the blue smoke curling up, and got a whiff now and then of burnt 
gunpowder. The stage setting, as I have said, was magnificent, 
and Sir Harris cannot hope to emulate it. If he attempted to builda 
canvas mountain ten thousand feet high at Drury Lane, the County 
Council would stop him as a violater of the sky-sign ordinance. 
But even if he succeeded in erecting the canvas mountains he 
could not hope for the acoustic effect which gave such reality to 
the battle we listened to. The roar of cannon floated across the 
valley and broke in a deafening sound-wave on the breast of the 
Opposite mountains, rattling among the cliffs like the quick thunder 
that jumps on the fleet heels of the lightning-flash. Then the more 

distant peaks echoed back, and all the mountain-tops seemed in 
a vibrating tumult, crash following crash, blending with and aug- 
‘menting the rumbling echoes. - You can’t do that sort of thing 
.with sheet iron at Drury Lane, Augustus. 

The riflemen swarmed out to take part in the fight, and the 
‘Sharp, rapid crack-crack-crack of their weapons soon began 
to punctuate the slower boom of the cannon. 

The women within our view waited anxiously, with clasped 
hands, the result of the battle. Soon, however, there was more 
for them to do than wait. The wounded began to come in, some 
tottering, leaning on their unhurt comrades, others on stretchers. 
It was a realistic and ghastly scene, made the more striking by the 
din of the incessant fusillade outside and the answering of the 
echoing hills. At last the shots become more scattered and 
distant, then the victorious Tyrolese with cheers trooped in with 
‘the leaders of the enemy as prisoners. 

The concluding pictures in the last act form a pathetic contrast 
to what has gone before. The first tableau is the capture of 
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HOFER BROUGHT PRISONER TO MERAN. 


Hofer and his family at the chalet high up among the mountains 
to the north of Meran. ‘The deep snow lies all around. for the 


arrest took place on the 2oth Jan- 
uary, 1810. Then follows his trial, 
his eloquent defence, the decision of 
his judges, the majority of whom 
do -not wish to condemn him to 
death, but the orders of Napoleon 
are imperative, and Hofer is sen- 
tenced. This trial took place in a 
house in Meran, now marked wit 
a marble tablet. 

There isa final scene at Mantua, 
where his comrades, with their great 
cart-wheel hats under their arms, 
bid him farewell. He is led away, 
his friends spring forward to follow, 
but their progress is barred by the 
guns of the soldiers held horizon- 
tally. They stand thus, during some 





BRUNNER, LAMBACHER, GSBIRNER. 


moments of intense silence, until the shots ring out that tell of 
Hofer’s murder. Then the tension relaxes, anda sigh goes up 
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from actors and audience alike. It seems as if the tragedy had 
but that moment happened instea of eighty-three years before. 

To conclude, the Folks Play at Meran must be termed a 
complete success, whether viewed from the standpoint of the 
monk from the cloister, the nobleman from the court at Vienna, 
or the man somewhat tired of theatres from London. The acting 
reminds one of the performances of the Meiningen Court Company 
in the utter disregard of stage waits or any of the bugbears of 
theatrical convention. Of course, the actors for the most part, as 
in the scene at the village fair, or in the tavern, or at the church, 
are simply taking part in scenes that they take part in once a 
week or oftener in real life. It therefore hardly can be called 
acting. All they have to do is to forget there is an audience and 
go ahead, which, apparently, they are able to accomplish. 

The photographs which illustrate this article were taken by 
Mr. B. Johannes, of Meran, whose work is noted not ‘only in the 
Tyrol, but throughout Germany and Austria, and who has given 
to The Idler the exclusive right of reproduction in England. 
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“ By father’s side I heirship trace 
To many a seer of Celtic race, 
Whose blood transmitted down to me, 
Puts glamour into all I see.” 
—RORERT RUCHANAN, 
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QOxchange is Robbery. 
(IN Two Parts.) 
By Ricuarp MaArsuH. ILLUSTRATIONS BY SYDNEY COWELL. 





II. 


HEN Messrs. Ruby and Golden arrived at Datchet House 

they found the Duke athome. He received them in his own 

apartment. On their entrance he was standing behind a writing 
table. 

‘‘ Well, gentlemen, to what am I indebted for the honour of 
this visit ?” 

Mr. Golden took on himself the office of spokesman. 

‘We have called, your Grace, upon a very delicate matter.”’ 
The Duke inclined his head—he also took a seat. ‘* The 
Duchess of Datchet has favoured us this morning with a visit.” 

‘‘The Duchess ! ” 

‘‘ The Duchess.” 

Mr. Golden paused. He was conscious that this was a delicate 
matter. ‘When her Grace quitted our establishment she 
accidentally” — Mr. 
Golden emphasised 
the adverb; he even 
repeated it—‘‘ acci- 
dentally left behind 
some of her pro- 
perty in exchange 
for ours.” 

“Mr. Golden!” 
The Duke stared. 
‘¢T don’t understand 





‘HE RECEIVED THEM IN HIS ou 7 
OWN APARTMENT.” y 5) 


SMe Mr. Golden then 
and there resolved to make the thing quite plain. 

‘© T will be frank with your Grace. When the Duchess left our 
establishment this morning she took with her some _ twenty 
thousand pounds worth of diamonds—it may be more, we have 
only been able to give a cursory glance at the state of things—and 
left behind her paste imitations of those diamonds instead.” 

The Duke stood up. He trembled—probably with anger. 

‘‘ Mr. Golden, am I—am I to understand that you are mad?” 





EXCHANGE IS ROBBERY. 599 


«The case, your Grace, is as I stated. Is not the case as I 
State it, Mr. Ruby?” 
Mr. Ruby took out his handkerchief to relieve his brow. His 
i habit of showing excessive deference to the feelings and the whims 
of very great people was almost more than he could master. 


* J—I'm afraid, Mr. Golden, that it is. Your—your Grace 
will understand that—that we should never have ventured to—to 


come here had we not been most—most unfortunately compelled.” 

“Pray make no apology, Mr. Ruby. Allow me to have a 
clear understanding with you, gentlemen. Do I understand that 
you charge the Duchess of Datchet—the Duchess of Datchet!”’ 

—the Duke echoed his own words, as though he were himself 

unable to believe in the enormity of such a thing—“ with stealing 

jewels from your shop? ” 
“If your Grace will allow me to make a distinction without 
a difference—we charge no one with anything. If your Grace 
will give us your permission to credit the jewels to your account, 
there is an end of the matter.” 

‘What is the value of the articles which you 
say have gone?” 

“On that point we are not ourselves, as 
yet, accurately informed. I may as well state 
at once—it is better to be frank, your Grace— 
that this sort of thing appears to have 
been going on for some time. It is only 
an hour or so since we began to have 
even a suspicion of the extent of our | . 
losses.” a 

‘Then, in effect, you charge the 
Duchess of Datchet with robbing you 
wholesale ? ”’ 

Mr. Golden paused. He felt that to 
| such a question‘as this it would be advis- 
@ able that he should frame his answer in a 

‘particular manner. | 
| ‘‘Your Grace will understand that “THE DUKE STOOD UP." 4 
different persons have different ways of 
purchasing. Lady A. has her way. Lady B. has her way, and 
the Duchess of Datchet has hers.”’ 

« Are you suggesting that the Duchess of Datchet is a klepto- 
maniac ? ”’ 

Mr. Golden was silent. ss 
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‘Do you think that that is a comfortable suggestion to make 
to a husband, Mr. Golden?” Just then someone tapped at the 
coor. ‘* Who’s there? ” 

A voice—a feminine voice—enquired without, ‘‘Can I come in?”’ 


Before the Duke could deny the right of entry, the door opened. 


and a woman entered. A tall woman, anda young and a lovely 
one. When she perceived Messrs. Ruby and Golden she cast an 
enquiring look in the direction of the Duke. ‘Are you engaged?” 
The Duke was eyeing her with a somewhat curious expression 
of countenance. ‘‘I believe you know these gentlemen ?” 
“Dol? I ought to know them perhaps, but I’m afraid I don’t.”’ 
Mr. Ruby was all affability and bows, and smiles and rubbings 


of hands. ‘ae ee” 








‘“‘T have not had 
the honour of seeing 
the lady upon a_ previous 
occasion.” 

The Duke of Datchet stared. 
“You have not had the honour? 
Then what—what the dickens do you 
mean? ‘This is the Duchess! ”’ 

‘*The Duchess!” cried Messrs. 
Ruby and Golden. 

‘Certainly 
Datchet.”’ 

Messrs. Ruby and Golden looked 
blue. They looked more than blue— 


they looked several colours of the rain- “THIS 18 THE DUCHESS!" 
bow all at once. They stared as 
though they could not belicve the evidence of their eyes and ears. 
The Duke turned to the Duchess. He opened the door for her. 

‘** Duchess, will you excuse me for a moment? I have some- 
thing which I particularly wish to say to these gentlemen.”’ 


the Duchess of 
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The Duchess disappeared. When she had gone the Duke not only 
closed the door behind her, but he stood with his back against the door 
which he had closed. His manner, all at once, was scarcely genial. 

«¢ Now, what shall I do with you, gentlemen? You come to 
my house and charge the Duchess of Datchet with having been a 
constant visitor at your shop for the purpose of robbing you, and 
it turns out that you have actually never seen the Duchess of 
Datchet in your lives until this moment.” 

“But,” gasped Mr. Ruby, “‘that—that is not the lady who came to 
our establishment, and—and called herself the Duchess of Datchet.” 

«Well, sir, and what has that to do with me? Am I 
responsible for the proceedings of every sharper who comes to 

“your shop and chooses 
to call ‘herself the 

_ Duchess of Datchet ‘ 

* I should advise you, in 

* future, before advanc- 

ing reckless charges, to 

=. make some enquiries 
_ “into the bond fides of 

} your customers, Mr. 
Ruby. Now, gentle- 
men, you,may go.” 

‘ The Duke held the & 
door wide open, invit- (4 
ingly. Mr. Golden 
caught his partner by 
the sleeve, as though he feared that he would, with undue cclerity, 
accept the invitation. 

«‘ Hardly, your Grace, there is still something which we wish to 
say to you.” The Duke of Datchet shut the door again. 

*‘ Then say it. Only say it, if possible, in such a manner as 
not to compel me to—kick you, Mr. Golden.” 

“ Your Grace will believe that in anything I have said, or in 
anything which I am to say, nothing is further from my wish than 

to cause your Grace annoyance. But, on the other hand, surely 
your Grace is too old, and too good a customer of our house, to 
wish to see us ruined.” 

«‘] had rather, Mr. Golden, see you ruined ten thousand times 
over than that you should ruin my wife’s fair fame.” 

Mr. Golden hesitated ; he seemed to perceive that the Duke’s 
retort was not irrelevant. He turned to Mr. Ruby. 


' 
| 
. 
| 





“NOW, GENTLEMEN, YOU 
MAY GO. 
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‘¢Mr. Ruby, will you be so good as to explain what reasons we 
had for believing that this person was what she called herself— 
the Duchess of Datchet? Because your Grace must understand 
that we did not entertain that belief without having at least some 
grounds to go upon.” 

Mr. Ruby, thus appealed to, began to fidget. He did not seem 
to relish the office which his partner had imposed upon him. The 
tale which he told was rather lame—still, he told it. 

“Your Grace will understand that I—I am acquainted, at least 
by sight, with most of the members 
of the British aristocracy, and—and, 
indeed, of other aristocracies. But 
it so happened that, at 
the period of your 
Grace’s recent mar- 
riage, I happened to be . 
abroad, and— 
and, not only so, 
but—but the lady 
your Grace mar- 
ried was—was a 
lady—from—from 
the country.” 

‘©T am_ per- 
fectly aware, Mr. 
Ruby, whom I 
married.” 

“Quite so, 
your Grace, quite so. 
Only—only I was en- 
deavouring to explain 
how it was that I—I 
did not happen to be 











- 

acquainted with her “1 AM THE DUCHESS OF DATCHET.” 
Grace’s personal ap- 

pearance. So that whena carriage and pair drove up to our estab- 
lishment with your Grace’s crest upon the panel “ 





‘‘ My crest upon the panel !” 

‘¢ Your Grace’s crest upon the panel’’—as Mr. Ruby continued, 
the Duke of Datchet bit his lip—‘‘and a lady stepped out of it and 
said, ‘I am the Duchess of Datchet; my husband tells me that 
he is an old customer of yours,’ I was only too glad to see her 
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Grace, because, as your Grace Is aware, we have the honour of 
having your Grace as an old customer of ours. ‘ My husband 
has given me this cheque to spend with you.” When she said that 
she took a cheque out of her purse, one of your Grace’s own cheques 
drawn upon Messrs. Coutts, ‘ Pay Messrs. Ruby and Golden, or 
order, one thousand pounds,’ with your Grace’s signature attached. 
I have seen too many of your Grace’s cheques not to know them 
well. She purchased goods to the value of a thousand pounds, 
and she gave us your Grace’s cheque to pay for them.” 
*¢ She gave you that cheque, did she ?” 
Mr. Golden interposed, ‘‘ We presented the cheque, and it was 
Zz duly honoured. On the face of such proof as that, 
what could we suppose ?” 
The Duke was moving about the room—it 
seemed, a little restlessly. 
‘“It didn’t necessarily follow, because a 
woman paid for her purchases with a cheque of 
mine, that that woman was the Duchess of 
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‘‘T think, under the peculiar 
circumstances of the case, that it 
did. At least, the presumption 
.. - was strong upon that side. May I 
~ <\Ys. ask to whom your Grace’s cheque 

\ was given ?” 
Si ‘“You may ask, but I 
ie” don’t see why I should tell 
“LL MAKE A CLEAN BREAST OF IT.” you. It was honoured, and 
that is sufficient.” 

‘“‘T don’t think it is sufficient, and I don’t think that your Grace 
will think so either, if you consider for a moment. [If it had not 
been for the strong presumptive evidence of your Grace’s cheque, 
we should not have been robbed of many thousand pounds.” 

The Duke of Datchet paced restlessly to and fro. Messrs. Ruby 
and Golden watched him. At last he moved towards his writing 
table. He sat down on the chair behind it. He stretched out his 
legsin front of him. He thrust his hands into his trousers pockets. 

*¢ T’ll make a clean breast of it. You fellows can keep a still 
tongue in your heads—keep a still tongue about what Iam going 
to tell you.” His hearers bowed. They were coming to the point 
—at last. ‘* Eh’’—in spite of his announced intention of making 
a clean breast of it, his Grace rather stumbled in ‘his speech, 
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‘‘ Before I was married I—I had some acquaintance with—with 
a certain lady. When I married, that acquaintance ceased. On 
the last occasion on which I saw her she informed me that she 
was indebted to you in the sum of a thousand pounds for jewellery. 
I gave her a cheque to discharge her liability to you, and to 
make sure that she did discharge the liability, I made the cheque 
payable to you, which, I now perceive, was perhaps not the wisest 
thing I could have done. But, at the same time, I wish you 
clearly to comprehend that I have every reason to believe that 
the lady referred to is, to put it mildly, a most unlikely person to— 
to rob anyone.” 

‘We must request you to furnish us with that lady’s name 
and address. And I would advise your Grace to accompany us 
in an immediate visit to that lady.” 

‘‘ That is your advice is it, Mr. Golden? Iam not sure that I 
appreciate it quite so much as it may possibly deserve.” 

“Otherwise, as you will yourself perceive, we shall be com- 
pelled to put the matter at once in the hands of the police, and, 
your Grace, there will be a scandal.” . 

The Duke of Datchet reflected. He looked at Mr. Golden, he 
looked at Mr. Ruby, he looked at the ceiling, he looked at the floor, 
he looked at his boots—then he looked back again at Mr. Golden. 
At last he rose. He shook himself a littlhe—as if to shake his 
clothes into their proper places. He seemed to have threshed the 
pros and cons of the matter well out, mentally, and to have finally 
decided. 

‘¢ As I do zot want a scandal, I think I will take your excellent 
advice, Mr. Golden—which I now really do appreciate at its proper 
value—and accompany you upon that little visit. Shall we go at 
once ?”’ 

*‘ At once—if your Grace pleases.” 


Ill. 


The Duke of Datchet’s brougham, containing the Duke of 
Datchet himself upon one seat, and Messrs. Ruby and Golden cheek 
by jowl upon the other, drew up in front of a charming villa in the 
most charming part of charming St. John’s Wood. The Duke's 
ring—for the Duke himself did ring, and there was no knocker— 
was answered by a most unimpeachable-looking man-servant in 
livery.” The man-servant was not only unimpeachable-look- 
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ing—which every servant ought to look—but good-looking, too, 
which, in a servant, is not regarded as quite so indispensable. He 
was, indeed, so good-looking as to be quitea ‘* beauty man.” So 
young, too! A mere youth ! 

When this man-servant opened the door, and saw to whom he 
had opened it, he started. And not only did he start, but Messrs. 
Ruby and Golden started too, particularly Mr. Golden. The Duke 
of Datchet, if he observed this little by-play, did not condescend 
to notice it. 

‘‘Ts Mrs. Mansfield in ?”’ 

‘‘T believe so. I will enquire. What name?” 

‘‘ Never mind the name, and I will make my own i 
You needa t announce me, I know the 
way.” 

The Duke of Datchet seemed to know 
the way very well indeed. He led the way 
up the staircase; Messrs. Ruby and Golden 
followed... The man-servant remained at 
the foot .of the stairs, as if doubtful 
whether or not he ought to follow. When 
they had reached the landing, and the man- 
servant, still remaining below, was out of 
sight, Mr. Golden turned to Mr. Ruby. 

‘‘ Where on earth have I seen that man 
before ? ”’ 

‘¢T was just addressing to myself the 
same enquiry,” said Mr. Ruby. 

The Duke paused. He turned to the 
partners. ~.¢ 3 

' What's that? The servant? Have 
you seen the man before? The plot is 
thickening. I am afraid ‘the Duchess’ 
is getting warm.” 

Apparently the Duke knew his way so well that he did not 
think it necessary to announce himself at the door of the room 
to which he led the partners. He simply turned the handle and 
went in, Messrs. Ruby and Golden close upon his heels. The room 
which he had entered was a pretty room, and contained a pretty 
occupant. A lady, young and fair, rose from a couch which was 
at the opposite side of the apartment, and, as was most justifiable 
under the circumstances, stared. ‘‘ Harold!” she cried. 

‘‘ Mrs, Mansfield | ” 





““OUITE A ‘BEAUTY MAN,’” 
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‘‘ Whatever brings you here? ” 

‘‘My dear Mrs. Mansfield, I have come to ask you what you 
think of Mr. Kesteeven’s necklace.”’ 

‘‘ Harold, what do you mean ?”’ 

The Duke's manner changed from jest to earnest. .-* 

‘Rather, Gertrude, what do you mean? What have I done that 
deserved such a return from you? What have I done to you that 








you should have 
endeavoured to 
drag my wife’s 
name in the mire?”. 
The lady stared. ‘I 
cacao have no more idea what 
‘CONTAINED A PRETTY OCCUPANT.” you are talking about 
than the man in the moon!” 
‘‘ You dare to tell me so, in the presence of these men ?” 
‘‘In the presence of what men ?” 
‘‘In the presence of your victims—of Mr. Ruby and of Mr. 
Golden ?” | 
Mr. Golden advanced a step or two. 
‘«‘ Excuse me, your Grace—this is not the lady.” 
a 
‘« This is not the lady.” 
‘* Not what lady ?” 
‘This is not the lady who called herself the Duchess of 
Datchet.”’ 


EXCHANGE IS ROBBERY. 607 


‘‘What the dickens do you mean? Really, Mr. Ruby and 
Mr. Golden, you seem to be leading me a pretty fine wild goose 
chase—a pretty fine wild goose chase! I know it will end in 
kicking—someone. You told me that the person to whom I had 
given that cheque was the person who had bestowed on you her 
patronage. This is the person to whom I gave that cheque.” 

‘‘ This is not the person who gave that cheque to us.” 

‘© Then—then who the devil did?”’ 

‘‘ That, your Grace, is the point—will this lady allow me to 
ask her one or two questions?” 

“Fire away—ask fifty!” 

The lady thus referred to interposed, ‘‘ This gentleman may 
ask fifty or five hundred questions, but unless you tell me what all 
this is about I very much doubt if I shall answer one.” 

‘Let me manage it, Mr. , 
Golden. Mrs. Mansfield, may I 
enquire what you did with that ' 
cheque for a thousand which I #4) 
gave you? You jade! To tell #P 
me that Ruby and Golden were 
dunning you out of your life, 
when you never owed them a ff 
stiver! ‘Tell me what you did q 
with that cheque! ”’ | A att? 

The Duke seemed at last | Aa 
to have said something which i} by it : 
had reached the lady’s under- 
standing. She changed colour. ae THIS IS NOT THE LaDy.” 

She pressed her lips together. 
She looked at him with defiance in her eyes. A considerable 
pause ensued before she spoke. 

‘¢T don’t know why I should tell you. What does it matter to 
you what I did with it—you gave it me.” 

‘© It does matter to me. As it happens, it matters also to you. 
If you will take my friendly advice, you will tell me what you did 
with that cheque.” 

The look of defiance about the lady’s lips and in her eyes 
increased. 

‘‘] don’t mind telling you. Why should I? It was my own. 
I gave it to Alfred.” 

The Duke emitted an ejaculation—which smacked of profanity. 

“To Alfred? And, pray, who may Alfred be??’ 

















7 







£ 


608 THE IDLER 


The lady's crest rose higher. ‘‘ Alfred is—is the man to whom 
I am engaged to be married.” 

The Duke of Datchet whistled. ‘And you got a cheque out 
of me for a thousand pounds to make a present of it to your 
intended ? That beats everything; and pray to whom did Alfre1 
give it?” 3 

‘He gave it tono one. He paid it into the bank. He tolJ 
me so himself.” 

‘Then I’m afraid that Alfred lied. Where is Alfred ?” 

‘« He’s—he’s here.” 

‘‘ Here? In this room ? Where? Under the couch, or behind 
the screen?” 

‘¢T mean that he’s in this house. He’s downstairs.” 

‘¢ T won’t ask how 
long he’s been down- 
. stairs, but would it 
be too much to 
ask you to -re- 
quest Alfred to 
walk upstairs.” 

The lady burst 

into a sudden 

, tempest of 
] sears. 

r | ‘*T know 

“7 you'll only 

~ laugh at me— 

»% I know you 

~ well enough to 

Nia expect you’ to 

“AND, PRAY, WHO MAY capa, wae | do that—but 

—I—I know 

I’ve not been a good woman, and—and I do love him—although— 

he’s only—a—servant ! ” 

“A servant! Gertrude! Was that the man who opened the 
door ?”’ 

Mr. Golden gave vent to an exclamation which positively 
amounted to a shout. ‘ By Jove !—I’ve got it !—I knew I’d seen 
the face before—I couldn’t make out where—it was the man who 
opened the door. Your Grace, might I ask you to have that man 
who opened the door to us at once brought here ? ” 

‘* Ring the bell, Mr. Golden.” 
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The lady interposed. ‘* You shan’t—I won't have it! What 
do you want with him ?”’ 

‘‘We wish to ask him one or two questions. If Alfred is an 
honest man it will be better for him that he should have an 
opportunity of answering them. If he is not an honest man, it 
will be better for you that you should know it.” 

Apparently this reasoning prevailed. Mr. Golden rang the 
bell ; but his ring was not by any means immediately attended to. 
He rang a second and a third time, but still no answer came. 

‘It strikes me,” suggested the Duke, ‘that we had better 
start on a voyage of discovery, and search for Alfred in the regions 
down below.” 

Before the Duke’s suggestion could be acted on the door was 
opened—not by Alfred ; not by a man at all, but by a maid. 

“*Send Alfred here.” 

‘I can’t find him anywhere. I think he must have gone.” 

‘©Gone!"’ gasped Mrs. Mansfield. ‘‘ Where?” 

“TJ don’t know, ma'am. I’ve been up to his room to look for 
him, and it is all anyhow, and there's no one there. If you please, 
ma’am, I found this on the mat outside the door.” 

The maid held out an envelope. The Duke of Datchet took 
it from her hand. He glanced at its superscription. 

‘©* Messrs. Ruby and Golden.’”’ Gentlemen, this is for you.” 

He transferred it to Mr. Golden. It was a long blue envelope. 
The maid had picked it up from the mat which was outside the 
door of that very room in which they were standing. Mr. Golden 
opened it. It contained an oblong card of considerable size, on 
which were printed three photographs, in a sort of series. The 
first photograph was that of a young man—a beautiful young man 
—unmistakably ‘“ Alfred.” The second was that of ‘ Alfred” 
with his hair arranged in a fashion which was peculiarly feminine. 
The third was that of ‘‘ Alfred ’’ with a bonnet and a veil on, and a 
very nice-looking young woman he made. At the bottom of the 
card was written, in a fine, delicate, lady’s handwriting, ‘* With 
the Duchess of Datchet’s compliments.” 

‘‘T knew,” gasped Mrs. Mansfield, in the midst of her sorrow, 
“that he was very good at dressing up as a woman, but I never 
thought he would do this!” 


% % *% % % 
The Duke of Datchet paid for the diamonds. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Shewing how the King enriched the Synagogue. 





HE Synagogue of the Gate of Heaven was crowded— 
members, orphan boys, Schnorrers, all were met in 
celebration of the Sabbath. But the President of the Mahamad 
was missing. He was still inconvenienced by the effects of 
his stroke, and deemed it most prudent to pray at home. 
The Council of Five had not met since Manasseh had dissolved 
it, and so the matter of his daughter’s marriage was left hanging, 
as indeed was not seldom the posture of matters discussed by 
Sephardic bodies. The authorities thus passive, Manasseh found 
scant difficulty in imposing his will upon the minor officers, 
less ready than himself with constitutional precedent. His 
daughter was to be married under the Sephardic canopy, and no 
jot of synagogual honour was to be bated the bridegroom. On 
this Sabbath—the last before the wedding—Yankele was to be 
called to the Reading of the Law like a true-born Portuguese. 
He made his first appearance in the Synagogue of his bride’s 
fathers with a feeling of solemn respect, not exactly due to 
Manasseh’s grandiose references to the ancient temple. He had 
walked the courtyard with levity, half prepared, from previous 
experience of his intended father-in-law, to find the glories 
insubstantial. Their unexpected actuality awed him, and he was 
glad he was dressed in his best. His beaver hat, green trousers, 
and brown coat equalled him with the massive pillars, the 
gleaming candelabra, and the stately roof. Da Costa, for his 
part, had made no change in his attire; he dignified his 
shabby vestments, stuffing them with royal manhood, and 
wearing his snuff-coloured over-garment like a purple robe. 
There was, in sooth, an official air about his habiliment, and to 
the worshippers it was as impressively familiar as the black 
stole and white bands of the Cantor. It seemed only natural that 
he should be called to the Reating first, quite apart from the 
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fact that he was a Cohen, of the family of Aaron, the High Priest, 
a descent that, perhaps, lent something to the loftiness of his 
carriage. 

When the Minister intoned vigorously, ‘‘The good name, 
Manasseh, the son of Judah, the Priest, the man, shall arise to 
read in the Law,” every eye was turned with a new interest on 
the prospective father-in-law. Manasseh arose composedly, and, 
hitching his sliding prayer-shawl over his left shoulder, stalked 
to the central platform, where he chanted the blessings with 
imposing flourishes, and stood at the Minister's right hand 
while his section of the Law was 
read from the sacred scroll. There 
was many aman of figure in the 
congregation, but none who became 
the platform better. It was beau- 
tiful to see him pay his respects 
to the scroll ; it reminded one of the 

meeting of two 
sovereigns. The 
great moment, how- 
ever, was when, the 
section being con- 
cluded, the Master 
- Reader announced 
Manasseh’s_ dona- 
tions to the Syna- 
gogue. The financial 
statement was incor- 
porated in a long 
Benediction, like a 
“*T DIDN'T CATCH.'" coin wrapped up in 
folds of paper. This 
was always a great moment, even when inconsiderable person- 
alities were concerned, each man’s generosity being the subject 
of speculation before and comment after. Manasseh, it was felt, 
would, although a mere Schnorrer, rise to the height of the occa- 
sion, and offer as much as seven and sixpence. The shrewder 
Sort suspected he would split it up into two or three separate 
offerings, to give an air of inexhaustible largess. 

The shrewder sort were right and wrong, as is their habit. 

The Master Reader began his quaint formula, ‘May He 
who blessed our Fathers,” pausing at the point where the 
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Hebrew is blank for the amount. He span out the prefatory 
‘‘Who vows”—the last note prolonging itself, like the vibration 
of a tuning-fork, at a literal pitch of suspense. It‘was a 
sensational halt, due to his forgetting the amounts or demanding 
corroboration at the eleventh hour, and the stingy often recklessly 
amended their contributions, panic-struck under the pressure of 
imminent publicity. 

‘““Who vows——’” The congregation hung upon his lips. 
With his usual gesture of interrogation, he inclined his ear 
towards Manasseh’s mouth, his face wearing an unusual look 
of perplexity ; and those nearest the platform were aware of 
a little colloquy between the Schnorrer and the Master Reader, 
the latter bewildered and agitated, the former stately. The delay 
had discomposed the Master as much as it had whetted the 
curiosity of the congregation. He repeated: ’ 

‘Who vows—cinco livras’’—he went on glibly without a 
pause—‘‘for charity —for the life of Yankov ben Yitzchok, his son- 
in-law, &c., &c.”’ But few of the worshippers heard any more 
than the cinco livras (five pounds). A thrill ran through the 
building. Men pricked up their ears, incredulous, whispering one 
another. One man deliberately moved from his place towards 
the box in which sat the Chief of the Elders, the presiding dignitary 
in the absence of the President of the Mahamad. 

‘¢T didn’t catch—how much was that?” he asked. 

‘Five pounds,” said the Chief of the Elders shortly. He 
suspected an irreverent irony in the Beggar's contribution. _ 

The Benediction came to an end, but ere the hearers had time 
to realise the fact the Master Reader had started on another. 
‘‘May He who blessed our fathers!” he began, in the strange 
traditional recitative. The wave of curiosity mounted again, higher 
than before. 

‘* Who vows —— 

The wave hung an instant, poised and motionless. 

‘© Cinco livras !” 

The wave broke in a low murmur, amid which the Master 
imperturbably proceeded, ‘‘ For oil—for the life of his daughter 
Deborah, &c.” When he reached the end there was a poignant 
silence. 

Was it to be da capo again? 

‘‘ May He who blessed our fathers! ” 

The wave of curiosity surged once more, rising and subsiding 
with this ebb and flow of financial Benediction. 


”? 
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‘© Who vows—cinco livras—for the wax candles.”’ 
This time the thrill, the whisper, the flutter, swelled into a 


positive buzz. The gaze of the 
entire congregation was focussed 
upon the Beggar, who stood 
impassive in the blaze of glory. 
Even the orphan boys, packed 
in their pew, paused in their 
inattention to the Service, and 
craned their necks towards the 
platform. The veriest magnates 
did not thus play piety with five 
pound points. In _ the _ ladies’ 
gallery the excitement was intense. 
The occupants gazed eagerly 
through the grille. One woman— 
a buxom dame of forty summers, 
richly clad and jewelled—had 
risen, and was tiptoeing frantically 
over the woodwork, her feather » 

waving likea signal of distress. 

It was Manasseh’s wife. The 


waste of money maddened m7 
her, each donation hit y,/ 


her like a poisoned arrow; ~*-.— 
vainly she strove to catch 
her spouse’s eye. The 


air seemed full of gowns = 
and toques and  farthingales — 


flaming away under her very 
nose, without her being able to 
move hand or foot in rescue; 
whole wardrobes perished at each 
Benediction. It was with the 
utmost difficulty she restrained 
herself from shouting down to 


her prodigal lord. At her side 


the radiant Deborah vainly strove 
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to pacify. her by assurances that “SH® STROVE TO CATCH HER SPOUSE’S EYE.” 


_Manasseh never intended to pay up. 





‘Who vows ” The Benediction had begun for a fourth 


time. 
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‘Cinco livras for the Holy Land.” And the sensation grew: 
‘‘ For the life of this holy congregation, &c.”’ 

The Master Reader’s voice droned on impassively, interminably. 

The fourth Benediction was drawing to its close, when the 
beadle was seen to mount the platform and whisper in his ear. 
Only Manasseh overheard the message. 

“The Chief of the Elders says you must stop. This is mere 
mockery. The man is a Schnorrer, an impudent beggar.” 

The beadle descended the steps, and after a moment of in- 
audible discussion with da Costa, the Master Reader lifted up his 
voice afresh. 

The Chief of the Elders frowned and clenched his praying- 
shawl angrily. It was a fifth Benediction! But the Reader’s 
sing-song went on, for Manasseh’s wrath 
was nearer than the magnate’s. 

‘Who vows—cinco livras 
—for the Captives—for the life 
_ of the Chief of the Elders!” 

The Chief bit his lip furiously 
at this delicate revenge; galled 
almost to frenzy by the aggra- 
vating foreboding that the con- 
eregation would construe his 
4) Message as a solicitation of 
fiji| the polite attention. For it 
was of the amenities of the 
Synagogue for rich people to 
present these Benedictions to 
one another. And so the end- 
less stream of donatives flowed 
on, provoking the hearers to 
fever pitch. The very orphan 
boys forgot that this prolonga- 
tion of the service was retarding their breakfasts indefinitely. Every 
warden, dignitary and official, from the President of the 
Mahamad down to the very Keeper of the Bath, was honoured by 
name in a special Benediction, the chief of Manasseh’s weekly 
patrons were repaid almost in kind on this unique and festive 
occasion. Most of the congregation kept count of the sum 
total, which was mounting, mounting .... . 

Suddenly there was a confusion in the ladies’ gallery, cries, a 
babble of tongues. The beadle hastened upstairs to impose his 





"MRS. DA COSTA HAD FAINTED.” 
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authority. The rumour circulated that Mrs. da Costa had fainted 
and been carried out. It reached Manasseh’s ears, but he did 
not move. He stood at his post, unfalterinz, donating, blessing. 

‘Who vows —cinco ltvras—for the life of his wife, Sarah !”’ 
And a faint sardonic smile flitted across the Beggar’s face. 

The oldest worshipper wondered if the record would be broken. 
Manasseh’s benefactions were approaching thrillingly near the 
highest total hitherto reached by any one man upon any one 
occasion. Every brain was troubled by surmises. The Chief of the 
Elders, fuming impotently, was not alone in apprehending a blas- 
phemous mockery ; but the bulk imagined that the Schnorrer had 
come into property or had always been a man of substance, and 
was now taking this means of restoring to the Synagogue the 


funds he had drawn from it. And the fountain ot Benevolence 
played on. 


The record figure was reached and left in the rear. When at 
length the poor Master Reader, sick unto death of the oft-repeated 
formula (which might just as well have covered all the contributions 
the first time, though Manasseh had commanded each new Bene- 
diction as if by an after-thought), was allowed to summon the Levite 
who succeeded Manasseh, the Synagogue had been enriched by 
a hundred pounds. The last Benediction had been coupled with 
the name of the poorest Schnorrer present—an assertion and 
glorification of Manasseh’s own order that put the coping-stone 
on this sensational memorial of the Roval Wedding. It was, 
indeed, a kingly munificence, a sovereign graciousness. Nay, 
before the Service was over, Manasseh even beeved the Chief of 
the Elders to permit a special Rogation to be said for a sick 
person. The Chief, meanly snatching at this opportunity of 
reprisals, refused, till, learning that Manasseh alluded to the ailing 
President of the Mahamad, he collapsed ingloriously. 

But the real hero of the day was Yankele, who shone chiefly 
by reflected light, but yet shone even more brilliantly than the 
Spaniard, for to him was added the double lustre of the bride- 
groom and the stranger, and he was the cause and centre of the 
sensation. 

His eyes twinkled continuously throughout. 

The next day, Manasseh fared forth to collect the hundred 
pounds! 

The day being Sunday, he looked to find most of his clients 
at homie. He took Grobstock first as being nearest, but the 
worthy speculator and East India Director espied him from an 

T T 
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upper window, and escaped by a back-door into Goodman’s 
Fields—a prudent measure, seeing that the incredulous Manasseh 
ransacked the house in quest of him. Manasseh’s manner was 
always a search-warrant. 

The King consoled himself by paying his next visit to a 
personage who could not possibly evade him—none other than 
the sick President of the Mahamad. He lived in Devonshire 
Square, in solitary splendour. Him Manasseh bearded in his 
library, where the convalescent, was sorting his collection of 
prints. The visitor had had himself announced as a gentleman 
on synagogual matters, and the public-spirited President had 
not refused himself to the business. But when he caught sight of 
Manasseh, his puffy features were distorted, he breathed painfully, 
and put his hand to his hip. 

“'You!’’ he gasped. ; 

‘Have a care, my dear sir! Haveacare!” said Manasseh 
anxiously, as he seated himself. ‘‘ You are still weak. To 
come to the point—for I would not care to distract too much 
a man indispensable to the community, who has already felt 
the hand of the Almighty for his treatment of the poor 

He saw that his words were having effect, for these prosperous 
pillars of the Synagogue were mightily superstitious under 
affliction, and he proceeded in gentler tones. ‘‘To come to the 
point, it is my duty to inform you (for I am the only man who 
is certain of it) that while you have been away our Synagogue 
has made a bad debt!” 

‘©A bad debt!’ An angry light leapt into the President's 
eyes. There had been an ancient practice of lending out the 
funds to members, and the President had always set his face 
against the survival of the policy. ‘It would not have been 
made had I been there!” he cried. 

“No, indeed,”’ admitted Manasseh. ‘You would have stopped 
it in its early stages. The Chief of the Elders tried, but failed.” 

‘‘The dolt!”’ cried the President. ‘‘A man without a back- 
bone. How much is it?” | 

‘¢ A hundred pounds! ” 

‘‘A hundred pounds!” echoed the President, seriously 
concerned at this blot upon his year of office. ‘* And who 
is the debtor?” 

‘© T am.” j 

“You! You have borrowed a hundred pounds, you—you 
jackanapes |” 
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“‘ Silence, sir! How dare you? I should leave this 
apartment at once, were it not that I cannot go without your 
apology. Never in my life have I borrowed a hundred pounds— 
nay, never have I borrowed one farthing. I am no borrower. 
If you are a gentleman, you will apologise! ”’ 

“IT am sorry if I misunderstood,” murmured the poor 
President, ‘‘ but how, then, do you owe the money?” 

‘‘How, then?” repeated Manasseh impatiently. ‘ Cannot 
you understand that I have donated it to the Synagogue ?” 

The President stared at him open-mouthed. 

“IT vowed it yesterday in celebration of my daughter's 
marriage.” 

The President let a sigh of relief 
pass through his open mouth. He 
was even amused a little. 

‘Oh, is that all? It was like 
your deuced effrontery; but still, the 
Synagogue doesn’t lose anything. 
There's no harm done.”’ 

‘What is that you say? ’ 
enquired Manasseh sternly. ‘* Do 
you mean to say I am not to pay 
this money ?”’ 

‘* How can you?” 

‘*How can I? I come to you and 
others like you to pay it for me.” 

‘‘ Nonsense! Nonsense!” said 
the President, beginning to lose his 
temper again. ‘‘We’ll let it pass. “HIS EYES TWINKLED.” 
There’s no harm done.” 

‘‘And this is the President of the Mahamad !”’ soliloquised - 
the Schnorrer in bitter astonishment. ‘ This is the chief of our 
ancient, godly Council! What, sir! Do you hold words spoken 
solemnly in Synagogue of no account ? Would you have me 
break my solemn vow? Do you wish to bring the Synagogue 
institutions into contempt? Do you—a man already once 
stricken by Heaven—invite its chastisement again ?”’ 

The President had grown pale—his brain was reeling. 

‘‘ Nay, ask its forgiveness, sir,” went on the King implacably; 
‘‘and make good this debt of mine in token of your remorse; 
as it is written, ‘And repentance, and prayer, and charity avert 
the evil decree.’ ”’ 
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‘Not a penny!” cried the President: with a last gleam of 
lucidity, and strode furiously towards the bell-pull. Then he stood 
still in sudden recollection ofa similar scene in the Council Chamber. 

‘You need not trouble to ring for a stroke,” said Manasseh 
erimly, ‘* Then the Synagogue is to be profaned, then even the 
Benediction which I in all loyalty and forgiveness caused to be 
said for the recovery of the President of the Mahamad is to be 
null, a mockery in the sight of the Holy One, blessed be He!” 

The President tottered into his reading-chair. 

‘¢ How much did you vow on my behalf?” 

‘¢ Five pounds.” 

The President precipitately drew out a pocket-book and extracted 
a crisp Bank of England note. 

‘¢ Give it to the Chancellor,’ he breathed, exhausted. 

’ «Tam punished,’’ quoth Manasseh plaintively as he placed it 
in his bosom. ‘I should have vowed ten for you.” And he 
bowed himself out. 

‘In like manner did he collect other contributions that day from 
Sephardic celebrities, pointing out that now a fozeign Jew— 
Yankele to wit—had been admitted to their communion, it 
behoved them to show themselves at their best. What-a bad 
effect it would have on Yankele if a Sephardi was seen to vow 
‘with impunity! First impressions were everything, and: they 
could not be too careful. It would not do for Yankele to circulate 
contumelious reports of them among his kin. Those who 
remonstrated with him over his extravagance he reminded that 
he had only one daughter, and he drew their attention to the 
favourable influence his example had had on the Saturday 
receipts. Nota man of those who came after him in the Reading 
had ventured to offer half-crowns. He had fixed the standard in 
gold for that day at least, and who knew what noble emulation he 
had fired for the future. 

Every man who yielded to Manasseh’s eloquence was a step 
to reach the next, for Manasseh made a list of donors, and 
paraded it reproachfully before those who had yet to give. 
Withal, the most obstinate resistance met him in some 
quarters. One man—a certain Rodriques, inhabiting a mansion 
in Finsbury Square—was positively rude. - 

“Tf 1 came in a carriage, you’d soon pull out your ten- pound 
note for the Synagogue,”’ sneered Manasseh, his blood boiling. 

* “Certainly I would,” admitted Rodriques laughing. And 
Manasseh shook off the dust of his threshold in disdain. 
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By reason of such rebuffs, his collection for the day only 
reached about thirty pounds, inclusive of the value of some 
depreciated Portuguese bonds which he good-naturedly accepted 
as though at par. 

Disgusted with the meanness of mankind, da Costa’s genius 
devised more drastic measures. Having carefully locked up the 
proceeds of Sunday’s operations, and, indeed, nearly all his 
loose cash, in his safe, for, to avoid being put to expense, he 
rarely carried money on his person, unless he ee, it en route, 
he took his way to Bishops- 
gate Within, to catch the 
stage for Clapton. The day 
was bright, and he hummed 
a festive Synagogue tune )% 
as he plodded leisurely os 
with his stick along = 
the bustling, narrow 
pavements, bordered by _~ 
costers’ barrows at one 
edge, and by jagged 
houses, overhung by 
grotesque signboards, at 
the other, and thronged by 
cits in worsted hose. 

But when he = arrived 
at the inn he found the 
coach had started. Nothing 
concerned, he ordered a 
post-chaise in a supercilious 
manner, criticising the horses, 
and drove to Clapton in style, 
drawn by a pair of spanking steeds, to the music of the postillion’ s 
horn. Very soon they drew out of the blocked roads, with their 
lumbering procession of carts, coaches, and chairs, and into open 
country, green with the fresh verdure of the spring. The chaise 
stopped at ‘‘ The Red Cottage,” a pretty villa, whose fagade was 
covered with Virginian creeper that blushed in the autumn. 
Manasseh was surprised at the taste with which the lawn was 
laid out in the Italian style, with grottoes and marble figures. 
The householder, hearing the windings of the horn, conceived 
himself visited by a person of quality, and sent a message that he 
was in the hands of his hairdresser, but would be down in less 
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‘than half an hour. This was ofa piece with Manasseh’s informa- 
tion concerning the man—a certain Belasco, emulous of the great 
fops, an amateur of satin waistcoats and novel shoestrings, and 
even said to affect a spying-glass when he showed at Vauxhall. 
Manasseh had never seen him, not having troubled to go so far 
afield, but from the handsome appurtenances of the hall and the 
‘staircase he augured the best. The apartments were even more 
to his liking ; they were oak panelled, and crammed with the 
most expensive objects of art and luxury. The wallsof the 
drawing-room were frescoed, and from the ceiling depended a 
brilliant lustre, with seven spouts for illumination. 

Having sufficiently examined the furniture, Manasseh grew 
weary of waiting, and betook himself to Belasco’s bedchamber. 

: * You will excuse me, Mr. Belasco,” he said, as he entered 
through the half open door, ‘‘ but my business is urgent. 

The young dandy, who was seated before a mirror, did not 
look up, but replied, ‘‘ Have a care, sir, you well nigh startled 
my hairdresser.” | 

‘‘ Far be it from me to willingly discompose an artist,” replied 
Manasseh drily, ‘though from the elegance of the design, I 
venture to think my interruption will not make a hair's-breadth 
of difference. But I come on a matter which the son of Benjamin 
Belasco will hardly deny is more pressing than his toilette.” 

‘‘ Nay, nay, sir, what can be more momentous ?”’ 

‘‘ The Synagogue!” said Manasseh austerely. 

- Pah! What are you talking of, sir?” and he looked 
up cautiously for the first time at the picturesque figure. ‘* What 
Joes the Synagogue want of me? I pay my finta and every 
vill the rascals send me. Monstrous fine sums, too, egad 

‘“ But you never go there!” 

‘‘ No, indeed, a man of fashion cannot be everywhere. Routs 
and rigotti play the deuce with one’s time.” | 

‘“ What a pity!"” mused Manasseh Ironically. ‘ One misses 
you there. °*Tis no edifying spectacle—a slovenly rabble with 
none to set the standard of taste.’ 

The pale-faced beau’s eyes lit up with a gleam of interest. 

‘¢ Ah, the clods!’’ he said. ‘You should yourself be a buck 
of the eccentric school by your dress. But I stick to the old 
tradition of elegance.” 

‘* You had better stick to the old tradition of piety,” quoth 
Manasseh. ‘“ Your father was a saint, you are a sinner in Israel. 
Return to the Synagogue, and herald your return by contributing 
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to its finances. It has made a bad debt, and I am collecting 


money to reimburse it.”’ 


The young exquisite yawned. ‘I know not who you may 
be,” he said at length, ‘* but you are evidently not one of us. As 
for the Synagogue I am willing to reform its dress, but dem’d if I 
will give a shilling more to its finances. Let your slovenly rabble 
of tradesmen pay the piper—I cannot afford it!” 

* You cannot afford it! ”’ 

** No—you see I have such extravagant tastes.” 

* But I give you the opportunity for extravagance,” ex- 
postulated Manasseh. ‘‘ What greater luxury is there than that 
of doing good?” 
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“* FAREWELL!’ HE HISSED.” 


“‘ Confound it, sir, I must ask you to go,” said Beau Belasco 
coldly. ‘*Do you not perceive that you are disconcerting m 
hairdresser ?”’ : 

“JT could not abide a moment longer under this profane, it 
tasteful, roof,’’ said Manasseh, backing sternly towards the door. 
‘‘ But I would make one last appeal to you, for the sake of the 
repose of your father’s soul, to forsake your evil ways.” 

“Be hanged to you for a meddler,” retorted the young blood. 
‘* My money supports men of genius and taste—it shall not be 
frittered away on a pack of fusty shopkeepers.”’ 

The Schnorrer drew himself up to his full height, his eyes 
darted fire. ‘‘ Farewell, then!” he hissed in terrible tones. 
* You will make the third at Grace!” 
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He vanished—the dandy started up full of vague alarm, for- 
getting even his hair in the mysterious menace of that terrifying 
sibilation. 

‘‘ What do you mean °”’ he cried. 

‘‘T mean,” said Manasseh, reappearing at the door, ‘that 
since the world was created, only two men have taken their 
clothes with them to the world to come. One was Korah, who 
was swallowed down, the other was Elijah, who was borne aloft. 
It is patent in which direction the third will go.” 

The sleeping chord of superstition vibrated under Manasseh’s 
dexterous touch. 

‘Rejoice, O young man, in your strength,” went on the 
Beggar, “but a day will come when only the corpse-watchers 
will perform your toilette. In plain white they will dress you, » 
and the-devil shall never know what a dandy you were.’ 

“ But who are you, that I should give you money for the 
Synagogue ?”” asked the Beau sullenly, ‘ Where are your 
credentials ? ” | 7 

‘“Was it to insult me that you called me back? Do I 
look a knave? Nay, put up your purse. I'll have none of 
your filthy gold. Let me go.” - 

Gradually Manasseh was won round to accepting ten 
sovereigns. - | 
+ ‘For ‘your father’s sake,” he me) pocketing them. ‘ The 
only: thing I will take for your sake’ is the cost of my 
conveyance. _ Thad to post hither, and the Synagogue must not be 
the loser.” 

Beau Belasco gladly added the extra money, and reseated- 
himself before the mirror, with agreeable sensations in his 
rieglected conscience. ‘‘ You see,” he observed, half apologetically, 
for Manasseh still lingered, ‘‘one cannot do everything. To 
be a prince of dandies, one needs all one’s time.’’ He waved 
his hand comprehensively around the walls that were lined 
with wardrobes. ‘‘ My buckskin breeches were the result of 
nine separate measurings. Do you note how they fit?” 

“They scarcely do justice to your eminent reputation,” 
replied Manasseh candidly. | 
Beau Belasco’s face became whiter than even at the thought 
of earthquakes and devils. ‘* They fit me to bursting!” he 

breathed. | 

‘‘But are. they in the pink of fashion?’’ queried Manasseh. 
‘‘And assuredly the omar pantaloons yonder I recollect to 
ave seen worn last year,” 
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‘‘My tailor said they were of a special cut—’tis a shape I 
am introducing, baggy—to go with frilled shirts.” 

Manasseh shook his head sceptically, whereupon the Beau 
besought him to go through his wardrobe, and set aside anything 
that lacked originality or extreme fashionableness. After con. 
siderable reluctance Manasseh consented, and set aside a few 
cravats, shirts, periwigs, and suits from the immense collection. 

‘Aha! That is all you can find,” said the Beau gleefully. 

‘¢ Yes, that is all,’ said Manasseh sadly. ‘ All I can find that 
does any justice to your fame. These speak the man of polish 
and invention; the rest are but tawdry frippery. Anybody might 
wear them.” 

‘‘Anybody!” gasped the poor Beau; 
stricken to the soul. 

‘© Yes, I might wear them myself.” 

‘Thank you! Thank you! You are 
an honest man. I love true criticism, 
when the critic has nothing to gain. I 
am delighted you called. These rags 
shall go to my valet.” 

‘‘ Nay, why waste them on the 
heathen?’’ asked Manasseh, 
struck with a sudden thought. 
‘Let me dispose of them for 
the benefit of the Synagogue.” 

‘‘ If it would not be troub- 
ling you too much!” 

‘Is thereanything I would 
not do for Heaven?” said 
Manasseh with a patronising 
air. He threw open the door 
of the adjoining piece sud- 
denly, disclosing the scowling “THE SCOWLING VALET ON HIS re 
valet on his knees, ‘‘ Take these down, my man,” he said quietly, 
and the valet was only too glad to hide his confusion at being 
caught eavesdropping by hastening down to the drive with an 
armful of satin waistcoats. ¥ 

Manasseh, getting together the remainder, shook his head 
despairingly. ‘I shall never get these into the ne he 
said. ‘ You will have to lend me your carriage.” 

‘¢ Can’t you come back for them ?”’ said the Beau feebly. 

‘Why waste the Synagogue’s money on hired vehicles? No, 
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if you will crown your kindness by sending the footman along 
with me to help me unpack them, you shall have your equipage 
back in an hour or two.” | 

So the carriage and pair were brought out, and Manasseh, 
pressing into his service the coachman, the valet, and the foot- 
man, superintended the packing of the bulk of Beau Belasco’s 
wardrobe into the two vehicles. Then he took his seat in the 
carriage, the coachman and the gorgeous powdered footman got into 
their-places, and with a joyous fanfaronade on the horn, the proces- 
sion set off, Manasseh bowing graciously to the master of ‘‘ The Red 
House,” who was waving his beruffled hand from a window 
embowered in greenery. After a pleasant drive, the vehicles 
halted at the house, guarded by stone lions, in which dwelt 
Nathaniel Furtado, the wealthy 
private dealer, who willingly 
gave fifteen pounds for the 
buck’s _ belaced 
and embroidered 
vestments, _ be- 
sides being in- 
veigled into a 
donation of a 
guinea towards 
the Synagogue’s 
bad debt. Man- 
_ asseh thereupon 

SENS 3 - dismissed the 

“ DROVE IN STYLE.” chaise with a 

, ‘ handsome = gra- 

tuity, and drove in state in the now-empty carriage, attended by 

the powdered footman, to Finsbury Square, to the mansion of 

Rodriques. ‘‘I have come for my ten pounds,” he said, and 

reminded him of his promise (?) Rodriques laughed, and swore, 

and laughed again, and swore that the carriage was hired, to be 
paid for out of the ten pounds. 

‘¢ Hired ?’’ echoed Manasseh resentfully. ‘Do you not 
recognise the arms of my friend, Beau Belasco?” And he 
presently drove off with the note, for Rodriques had a roguish 
eye. And then, parting with the chariot, the King took his way 
on foot to Fenchurch Street, to the house of his cousin Barzillai, 
the ex-planter of Barbadoes, and now a West Indian merchant. 

Barzillai, fearing humiliation before his clerks, always carried 
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his relative off to the neighbouring Franco’s Head Tavern, and 
humoured him with costly liquors. 

“But you had no right to donate money you did not possess ; 
it was dishonest,’ he cried with irrepressible ire. 

‘‘ Hoity toity!'’ said Manasseh, setting down his glass so 
vehemently that the stem shivered. ‘And were you not called 
to the Law after me? And did you not donate money ?”’ 

‘Certainly ! But I had the money.” 

‘What! With you?” 

‘¢ No, no, certainly not. I do not carry money on the Sabbath.” 

‘‘ Exactly. Neither do I.”’ 

‘¢ But the money was at my bankers.” 

‘‘And so it was at mine. You are my bankers, you and 
others like you. You draw on your bankers—I draw on 
mine.’’ And his cousin being thus confuted, Manasseh had 
not much further difficulty in wheedling two pounds ten 
out of him. 

‘‘And now,” said he, ‘I really think you ought to do some- 
thing to lessen the Synagogue’s loss.” 

‘‘ But I have just given!” quoth Barzillai in bewilderment. 

‘That you gave to me as your cousin, to enable your relative 
‘to discharge his obligations. I put it strictly on a personal — 
footing. But now I am pleading on behalf of the Synagogue, 
which stands to lose heavily. You are a Sephardi as well 
as my cousin. It is a distinction not unlike the one I have 
so often to explain to you. You owe me charity, not only as 
a cousin, but as a Schnorrer likewise.’ And, having wrested 
another guinea from the obfuscated merchant, he repaired to 
Grobstock’s business office in search of the defaulter. 

But the wily Grobstock, forewarned by Manasseh’s promise 
to visit him, had denied himself to the Schnorrer or anyone 
remotely resembling him, and it was not till the afternoon that 
Manasseh ran him to earth at Jonathan’s coffee-house in 
Exchange Alley, where the brokers foregathered, and ’prentices 
and students swaggered in to abuse the Ministers, and all kinds 
of men from bloods to barristers loitered to pick up hints to easy 
riches. Manasseh detected his quarry in the furthermost box, his 
face hidden behind a broadsheet. 

‘“Why do you always come to me?” muttered the East 
India Director helplessly. 

‘*Eh?” said Manasseh, mistrustful of his own ears. ‘I beg 
your pardon,” 
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‘If your own community cannot support you,” said Grob- 
stock, more loudly, and with all the boldness of an animal driven 
to bay, ‘* why not go to Abraham Goldsmid, or his brother Ben, 
or to Van Oven, or Oppenheim—they’re all more prosperous 
than I.” 

‘¢ Sir!” said Manasseh wrathfully. ‘* You area skilful—nay, a 
famous, financier. You know what stocks to buy, what stocks to 
sell, when to follow a rise, and when a fall. When the Premier 
advertises the loans, a thousand speculators look to you for 
guidance. What would you say if J presumed to interfere in 
your financial affairs—if I told you to issue these shares or to call 
in those ? You would tell me to mind my own business; and you 
would be perfectly right. Now Schnorring is my business. 
Trust me, I know best whom to cometo. You stick to stocks 
and leave Schnorring alone. You are the King of Financiers, 
but I am the King of Schnorrers.” 

_ Grobstock’s resentment at the rejoinder was mitigated by the 
compliment to his financial insight. To be put on the. same 
level with the Beggar was indeed unexpected. 

‘Will you have a cup of coffee ?’’ he said. 

‘TI ought scarcely to drink with -you after your reception of 
me,” replied Manasseh unappeased. ‘It is not even as if I came 
to. schnorr for myself; it is tothe finances of our house of worship 
that I wished to give you an opportunity of contributing.” 

‘‘Aha! your vaunted community hard up?” queried Joseph 
with a complacent twinkle. 

‘¢Sir! We are the richest congregation in the world. We 
want nothing from anybody,” indignantly protested Manasseh, as 
he absent-mindedly took the cup of coffee which Grobstock had 
ordered for him. ‘ The difficulty merely is that, in honour of my 
daughter’s wedding, I have donated a hundred pounds to the 
Synagogue which I have not yet managed to collect, although I 
have already devoted a day-and-a-half of my valuable time to the 
purpose.” 

‘‘ But why do you come to me ?”’ 

‘“What! Do you ask me that again ?”’ 

‘¢ ]_-[—mean,”’ stammered Grobstock—‘‘ why should I con- 
tribute to a Portuguese Synagogue ? ”’ 

_ Manasseh clucked his tongue in despair of such stupidity. “It 
is just you who should contribute more than any Portuguese.” 

‘$I? Grobstock wondered if he was awake. 

‘Yes, you. Was not the money spent in honour of the 
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marriage of a German Jew? It wasa aprenoid vindication of 
your community.” 

‘This is too much!” cried Grobstock, sitapelt and choking. 

‘*Too much to mark the admission to our fold of the first of 

your sect! I am disappointed in you, deeply disappointed. I 
thought you would have applauded my generous behaviour.” 
_ T don’t care what you thought!” gasped Grobstock. He 
was genuinely exasperated at the ridiculousness of the demand, 
but he was also pleased to find himself preserving so staunch a 
front against the insidious Schnorrer. If he could only keep firm 
now, he told himself, he might emancipate himsélf for ever. Yes, 
he would be strong, and Manasseh should never dare address him 
again. ‘I won’t pay a stiver!”’ he roared. 

‘‘If you make a scene I will withdraw;” said Manasseh 
quietly. ‘* Already there are ears and eyes turned upon you. 
From your language people will be thinking me a dun and you a 
bankrupt.” 

‘They can go to the devil!” thundered Grobstock, ‘“ and 
you too!” 

‘‘ Blasphemer! You counsel me to ask the devil to contribute 
to the Synagogue! I will not bandy vores with you. You refuse, 
then, to contribute to this pod) ee | 

‘¢I do, I see no reason.’ ; 

‘*Not even the five pounds I vowed on behalf of Vankele 
himself—one of your own people ?” 

‘¢What! I pay in honour of Yankele—a dirty Schnorrer 1” 

‘‘Ts this the way you speak of your guests?” said Manasseh, 
in pained astonishment. ‘‘ Do you forget that Yankele has broken 
bread at your table? Perhaps this is how you talk of me when 
my back is turned. But, beware! Remember the saying of our 
sages, ‘You and I cannot live in the world,’ said God to the 
haughty man. Come, now! No more paltering or taking 
refuge in abuse. You refuse me this beggarly five pounds e as 

‘¢Most decidedly.” 

‘‘Very well, then!” 

Manasseh called the attendant. 

‘“What are you about to do?” cried Grobstock appre- 
hensively. 

‘‘'You shall see,” said Manasseh nue, and when. ‘the 
attendant came, he pressed the price of his cup of nee into 
his hand. | 

.Grobstock flushed in silent humiliation. _Manasseh rose. 
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Grobstock’s fatal strain of weakness gave him a twinge of 
compunction at the eleventh hour. 

‘You see for yourself how unreasonable your request was,’ 
he murmured. 

“Do not strive to justify yourself, I am done with you,” 
said Manasseh. ‘‘I am done with you as a philanthropist. 
As a financier, I still respect you, and may yet come to you, but 
as a philanthropist, never.” 

«“ Anything I can do—” muttered Grobstock vaguely. 

‘‘Let me see!” said Manasseh, looking down upon him 
thoughtfully. ‘Ah, yes, an idea! I have collected over sixty 
pounds. If you would invest this for me——” 

‘ Certainly, certainly,” 
interrupted Grobstock, 
with conciliatory eager- 
ness. 

*“Good! With your 
unrivalled knowledge of 
the markets, you could 
easily bring it up tothe 
necessary sum in a day 
or two. Perhaps even 
there is some grand coup 
on the tapis, something 
to be bulled or beared in 
which you have a hand.” 

Grobstock nodded his 
head vaguely. He had 
already remembered that 
the proceeding was con- 
siderably below his dignity ; 
he was not a stockbroker, never had he done 
anything of the kind for anyone. 

‘* But suppose I lose it all ?"’ he asked, trying to draw back. 

‘¢ Impossible,” said the Schnorrer serenely. ‘Do you forget 
it is a Synagogue fund? Do you think the Almighty will suffer 
His money to be lost ?” 

‘Then why not speculate yourself?’ said Grobstock craftily. 

‘The Almighty’s honour must be guarded. What! Shall 
He be less well served than an earthly monarch? Do you think 
I do not know your financial relations with the Court? The ser- 
vice of the Almighty demands the best men. I was the best man 
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to collect the money—you are the best to invest it. To-morrow 
morning it shall be in your hands.” 

‘“No, don’t trouble,” said Grobstock feebly. <‘‘I don't need 
the actual money to deal with.” 

-“] thank you for your trust in me,’’ replied Manasseh with 
emotion. ‘Now you speak like yourself again. I withdraw 
what I said to you. I will come to you again—to the philan- 
thropist no less than financier. And—and I am sorry I paid 
for my coffee.’’ His voice quivered. 

-Grobstock was touched. He took out a sixpence and repaid 
his guest with interest. Manasseh slipped the coin into his 
pocket, and shortly afterwards, with some final admonitions 
to his stock-jobber, took his leave. 

Being in for the job, Grobstock resolved to make the best of 
it. His latent vanity impelled him to astonish the Beggar. It 
happened that he was on the point of a magnificent manceuvre, 
and alongside his own triton Manasseh’s minnow might just as 
well swim. He made the sixty odd pounds into six hundred. 

- A few days after the Royal Wedding, the glories of which are 
still a tradition among the degenerate Schnorrers of. to-day, 
Manasseh struck the Chancellor breathless by handing him a bag 
containing five score of sovereigns. Thus did he honourably 
fulfil his obligation to the Synagogue, and with more celerity than 
many a Warden. Nay, more! Justly considering the results of 
the speculation should accrue to the Synagogue, whose money had 
been risked, he, with Quixotic scrupulousness, handed over the 
balance of five hundred pounds to the Mahamad, stipulating only 
that it should be used to purchase a life-annuity (styled the Da 
Costa Fund) for a poor and deserving member of the congregation, 
in whose selection he, as donor, should have the ruling voice. 
The Council of Five eagerly agreed to his conditions, and a special 
junta was summoned for the election. The donor’s choice fell 
upon Manasseh Bueno Barzillai Azevedo da Costa, thenceforward 
universally recognised, and hereby handed down to tradition, as 
the King of Schnorrers. | 
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(Ph.tographs by Messrs. Frad:lle & Young.) 
‘b® PARKER comes of a long line of North- -country Puritans. 
His father—a stern, old N onconformist, of whom he ever 
speaks with love and reverence—was a Northumbrian stone-cutter. 
It was in the little Tyneside Biba of ae birth that oy an himself 





DR. PARKER'S HOUSE, 


preached his first sermon—an out-door sermon. As a young 
minister he contended, many years ago, with the Secularists at 
Banbury, where he had a charge, and a doughty champion of 
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orthodoxy they found him tobe. In Manchester, when he was 
minister of Cavendish Chapel, he proved in his own person the truth 
of the old saying, that ‘“‘a house-to-house going parson makes a 
church-going people.” In his own personality I am bound to say 
that he is always interesting. He isa rather tall, broad, and burly 
man. He has an enormous head, and a lofty forehead, from which 
the long grey locks fall on either side like a lion’s mane; small pierc- 
ing eyes gaze out upon the world from a rough-hewn and a massive, 
clean-shaven face. He is always dressed in black, and presents, 
though he himself denies it, a thoroughly respectable appearance. 

‘‘T wear a gown in the pulpit,” he once said to me, ‘ because 
I have the worst coat in the denomination. The gown saves a 
tailor’s. bill. I never could learn to dress myself. That sofa,” he 
continued, pointing to a comfortable sofa which stood in the 
corner of the room, “‘ is responsible for my grossly untidy condition. 
I write a paragraph, I lie down on the sofa and think over the 
next paragraph, and I jump up again, and so it is all day long.” 

On first seeing him he gives one the idea of being a very 
sententious person. He affects a weighty speech, and yet it is 
not affectation, it is quite second nature with the man. His 
remarks upon the most ordinary events of life are couched in the 
deepest solemnity of manner and expression. A lady once asked 
him, ‘What is your hobby, Dr. Parker?” ‘ Preaching, madam,” 
he replied. ‘But I mean apart from preaching?” ‘ There's 
nothing apart from preaching, it touches all life.” This, said in his 
bass voice, would naturally frighten into silence the unfortunate 
person who had dared to address him so innocent a remark. 
Amongst his big possessions I forgot to allude to his big heart; 
he certainly possesses that. He is continually giving sums of 
money away, of which none but he and the recipient know any- 
thing whatever, and he is as free-handed with his services as he is 
with his purse. He never takes a farthing for preaching | outside 
his own church. Some time ago he preached the opening sermon 
at a chapel in the suburbs. ‘Oh,” said somebody’: who 
heard of it, ‘‘ you paid a pretty sum for Dr. Parker’s sermon, I 
expect, did you not? I daresay it cost you £25 at the very 
least.” ‘* That was the exact sum that passed between us,” was 
the reply of the person to whom the remark was made. ‘ And 
that is what you call giving the Gospel of Christ free to he 
that asketh for it?” 

‘‘ Precisely,” replied he who knew, ‘that is just what Parker 
did. He gave us the sermon, and he gave us the £25 too.” 
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And that is Dr. Parker all over. He may at times give one 
the impression that he is bumptious ; his personality may at times 
appear somewhat overwhelming, but there is not, as faras I have 
been able to discover, a particle of meanness in his whole com- 
position. His is a nature absolutely generous. 

‘¢ Well, Mr. Blathwayt,”’ said he, when I went to call upon him 
for the purpose of this interview, ‘‘and what are we to talk about 
to-day ?” 





DR. PARKER AT WORK, 


‘¢T think,” said I, ‘‘that it would be interesting to the readers of 
The Idler, most of whom are young men, if you said something 
about that Freethought which is so characteristic of the young 
men of the present day.” The minister hummed and hawed pro- 
_digiously, and then, after a moment’s silence, delivered himself in 
ponderous tones of these words. 

‘‘ My objection to the rationalist,” he began, “is that he wants 
to come into the argument just where he pleases, and I won’t let 
him. He has toaccount for himself first, who he is, what he is, 
and where he has come from, what his origin is. I find him with 
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his cap on shaking his umbrella at the Church. Now a man 
to be able to do that effectually ought to have given a lifetime 
of study to the matter, but this is impossible. No man can 
have devoted long study to anything ;_ he sows wild oats until he 
is twenty-five, he is fighting for his living at forty, and at sixty he 
has to face the grave. N~ man can devote long study to anything 
because he is short-lived; he will know more about long study five 
thousand years hence. The information of to-day is the ignorance 
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THE CITY TEMPLE. 


of to-morrow. When my friends gave me the ‘Encyclopedia 
Britannica’ I thought I was set up in knowledge for ever, but I 
find now that there is a new edition, and that what I thought final is 
now either fiction or conjecture. The true use of science is to tell 
you to wait for further instructions. Nothing has corrected itself 
so much as science. We must wait, therefore, before formulating 
final conclusions. As to Freethought: what is it? Is there any 
of it in arithmetic, in morality? What is this wonderful thing— 
Freethought ? Am I not free to say that there are thirteen- 
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pence in the shilling ? to put an end to my life? I find I am not 
absolutely free at any one point in personal and social life. Yet 
when I come into the region of religion I am told I can play the 
fool as much as I like. We must, therefore, have a definition of 
Freethought before going on with the subject. I find men have to 
. swallow quite as many mysteries in science, and even mathematics, 
_asinreligion. What is the square root of two? Mathematicians 
themselves tell us that it is beyond the power of human 
imagination to conceive, and at the same time without that 
transcendental number every machine shop in the world would 
have to be shut up. If Moses had told us what teachers are 
. telling us at South Kensington daily, we should have laughed at 
him as the most romantic fabulist that ever imposed upon the 
_credulity of mankind. No, Mr. Blathwayt, I intend to remain by 
the old standards of faith: from that point I can see further into 
eternity than from any other point accessible to the human mind. 


‘+ The so-called ‘ Freethought’ of the day is to me incomprehensible. | 


The scientist, of all men,” continued Dr. Parker, as he proceeded 
to classify those amongst whom Freethought is chiefly to be fourd 
at the present day—‘ the scientist, of all men, I should have 
expected to be most religious. He lives in an universe of wond2zs ; 
‘he confesses himself that he is always coming to the end of his 
tether. . Professor Tyndall acknowledges, poetically and justly 
enough, that the piano with its lilting soprano, and its grow’ ing 
bass, does not include the whole mystery of sound. He says tha: 
on the right and left of the instrument there may be an infinity of 
music. How, therefore, a scientist can be dogmatic in denial is 
a greater mystery to me than how a Christian can be dogmatic in 
affirmation: there is a cant of denial and non-dogmatism just as 
much as of bigotry and dogmatism. It is fashionable among those 
who know least about him to decry Young’s ‘Night Thoughts’; 
but I believe that the poet is right when he said, ‘ An undevoud 
astronomer is mad.’ Jam astounded that science has not made 
some critics of Christianity more modest and _ self-controlled. 
Huxley, from my point of view, is all hardness ; a nature like his 
cannot enter into the pathos of Christianity, any more than a blind 
man can enter into the mystery and charm of colour. Professor 
Huxley i 18 a great man, but he is not in this Christian question 
at all. A foot rule cannot measure the horizon, and even 
“tifty yards of tape cannot go far in that business. I fear 
he is allowing himself to be so sensitive as to be. really 
hostile to religious conviction and action. So much for the 
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scientists. There is the Freethought of the artisans; as to their 
antagonism, I believe it arises largely out of ignorance. I think 
they direct their antagonism against ecclesiasticism rather than 
against Christianity. There may be others, audacious and blatant, 
who take to denunciation asa species of profane swearing. I 
suppose some men must sometimes swear, as it is a rough and 
ready relief to their feelings. I believe that objurgation and 
prayer are not so far 
apart as is generally 
supposed. I assure you 
that I would welcome 
hostility infinitely in 
preference to indiffer- 
ence. I never regret 
to hear cf artisans 
holding anti-Christian 
meetings in the Park 
or elsewhere, for so 
long as they are inter- 
ested in the subject they 
may come right in the 
end. Give mea zealous 
opponent rather than’a 
man who can fall asleep 
in my sermon. As 
to the scepticism of 
gentlemen, I hardly 
dignify it by the name IN THE PULPIT. 
of opposition: it is 
rather reluctance, indifference, negativeness, self-worship.” 

‘‘Do you make no allowance,” said I, “ for the honest doubt in 
which the poet tells us there lives more faith than in half the creeds ?” 

‘¢There is a doubt or scepticism,” he growled out, ‘‘that may be 
absolutely honest, but why should it not doubt itself? Why 
invest itself with a species of infallibility? Why should doubt 
be gingerly treated and allowed to crow out its negations, whilst 
faith is rebuked as a kind of audacity ? When doubt doubts téself 
it is not far from the Kingdom of Heaven. When a man doubts 
in order to escape discipline he is a charlatan and an impostor. 
The word ‘sceptic’ really means ‘question asker.’ Now the 
first question ever asked of mankind was asked by the devil. I 
merely remark that as a historical fact. The devil is a voluminous 
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author, and the mark of interrogation is a favourite point in his 
literature. I don’t believe in your doubters, honest or otherwise, 
or your Freethinkers, or your sceptics, Mr. Blathwayt,” continued 
the minister, as he shook his shaggy grey locks fiercely at me. 
“ Oh, yes, Dr. Parker,” I replied, ‘‘ that’s all very well, but what 
is it makes many of these people take to doubting in the first 
place?” Dr. Parker arose from his armchair, and as he strode to 
the window he growled out, ‘‘ Now, look here, my friend, don’t you 
talk rubbish. Just look at the blaze of sunshine that is flooding 
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the whole land at the present moment,” and as he spoke he pointed 
to his garden, and those of his neighbours, which lay below us, 
bathed in the sweet sunshine. “Last December I thought that 
the Sun was played out, I thought of writing a short obituary 
notice upon him. I see now, however, that he is filling the whole 
sky with his glory ; it was only a fog that hid his Majesty, so there 
are mental fogs that shut out Christ’s light from the mind, and 
with that state of mind I can havea certain sympathy, but with 
the sceptic of to-day I have none. His attitude arises from 
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aversion rather than conviction. That is finely put in the New 
Testament, ‘ They did not like to retain God in their thoughts.’ 
These men appeal to their common sense; they have a contempt 
for what they term the supernatural. Do not, for heaven’s sake, 
suppose that there are no mysteries outside the Bible. Faith has 
fewer mysteries than wnfaithe The spasms, such as ‘Is 
Christianity played out ?’ and the like discussions, of which we 
have heard so much lately,” continued Dr. Parker with infinite scorn 
—*‘ these spasms all fall back like bubblesin ariver. As Festus says, 
‘There is nothing true but poetry; Fiction is the higher truth.’ 
My great fault 
with the young 
men of to-day is 
that they don’t 
read, at all 
events, after a 
scholarly and 
studious fashion. 
I ‘believe with 
Pope, that ‘a lit- 
tle learning is a 
dangerous thing.’ 
Where is. the 
young man who 
has mastered the 
ethics of Aris- 
totle, or the re- 
public of Plato, or A KNOTTY POINT. 

who could stand 

an examination in Plutarch’s ‘Lives’? If these young men read 
more, they would believe more, but they have a foolish idea that to 
be sceptical is to be clever. ‘I am an agnostic,’ a man once said 
to Mr. Spurgeon. ‘Oh, indeed!’ said Mr. Spurgeon, ‘that is 
a Greek word, is it not? I believe that the Latin word which has 
the same meaning is ignoramus.’ I want young men to put 
away all this shilly-shallying with doabt and scepticism. I believe 
in young men—you know what I did in the pulpit the other day. 
I asked them to write and tell me all about themselves ’—and, as 
he spoke, Dr. Parker pointed to a vast heap of correspondence— 
‘and you see they are taking me at my word. I want to find 
out how young men live, their wages, their difficulties, their 
doubts, their special needs, their peculiar temptations, their whole 
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life as business men. A great revolution may be at hand so far 
as young men are concerned.” 

«¢ And now,” said he, ** you had better come down and see Mrs. 
Parker in her studio.” But before we quitted the study he drew 
my attention to a few of his household gods, his most treasured 
possessions. 

“There,” said he, pointing toa little Jubilee bust of Queen 
Victoria, ‘ there is the best woman in the whole world—I can’t tell 
you how I reverence that woman. God save Her Majesty. And 
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DR. PARKER'S STUDY. 


there,” continued he, drawing my attention to one of his twenty- 
six portraits of Mr. Gladstone, ‘“‘there is the best man in the 
whole world. On the mantelpiece you see portraits of Shake- 
speare, Browning, and Tennyson. Their teaching pervades all 
my teaching, I can tell you. I learn more from their books than 
from any except the Bible itself ; and my books, look at my books, 
sermons by men of every school of thought. Anglican? Of 
course, why not? Canon Liddon, Robertson of Brighton, Canon 
Scott-Holland (I love that man), the old French Roman Catholic 
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preachers, the old Puritan divines. they are all here. No one has 
a better collection prepemmses 

of Puritan theo- [eam 

logy than 1; noone Fee: one 2 











more thoroughly [aa Pag 
relishes the high, [Rama 
stimulating f[ 
thought ofthehigh } 
Anglican party 
than I. Their de- 
licate scholarship 
and rare refine- 
ment of expression 
are very keenly 
pleasurable to me. 
Yes, I read novels 
too. There is J. 
M. Barrie’s ‘ Lit- 
tle Minister,’ and 
Rudyard Kipling’s sy 
‘Tales from the Hills,’ and 
Jerome’s ‘Three Men in 
a Boat.’ What should 
we do without the 
humour of these young 
men? Weshould soon 
dry up. Anyone who 
helps me to see the 
comical side of life is my 
best schoolmaster in his 
own way. Kipling is a 
relation of my wife’s, | 
though he does not know 
it. I like his ballads, I 
think they are splendid.” 
On our way down the 
staircase to Mrs. Parker’s 
studio we passed a very 
fine bust of Henry Ward ups, rarxer. es 
Beecher. ‘ Ah!” said Dr. a J 
Parker, as we stopped to look at it for a moment, ‘ we shall 
never look on his like in this world again.” 


y 
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In the studio itself we found Mrs. Parker hard at work upon a 
portrait of her father. ‘‘ Mrs. Parker’s father,’ my host remarked, 
‘‘is a Congregational deacon, anda very admirable one he is; for, 
my friend, Congregational deacons are not always the most 
desirable persons to encounter. It has been said by those who 


know that if you resist the devil he will fly from you, but that if 


you resist a deacon he will fly até you.” 
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MRS. PARKER’S STUDIO. 


Mrs. Parker herself is almost as much of a personality as her 
husband. She is a tall, good-looking woman, whom one could 
well imagine presiding with dignity over a committee of Non- 
conforming dames. Her heart is in her husband’s work, and she 
recks little or knows little indeed of the great world of fashion, the 
subdued roar of which scarcely reaches to the City Temple, or the 
ministerial abode in breezy Hampstead. She is what she appears to 
be—the energetic wife of a hard-working Nonconformist minister. 

Dr. Parker has been caricatured more than any living preacher, 
and here, in Mrs. Parker’s studio, the caricatures have all been cut 


out and hung in frames round the wall. They do not appear to 
disturb his wonted serenity. 
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Waiting for the Grain. 
By W. L. ALDEN. 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY Hat Hurst. 





WAITED for the train at Jericho. Not the historic city 

where the walls fell down at the blast of the Jewish trumpets, 
but an entirely new city in the territory of Montana. I had 
missed the train, owing to a sudden change of the time-table. The 
American loves the element of uncertainty, whether in poker or 
in railway travelling, and it is doubtless a perception of this fact 
which leads the pn 
American railway ae Pes Pos 
companies to BR a eae aes 
change their time- 
tables every few 
weeks without ae if 
giving the slightest ‘7 8 
Warming to the “~~  ™ 
public. The man who 
lives at some little dis- 
tance from the station 
never knows, when he 
starts to catch the 
eleven o'clock train, 
whether it has already 
left at ten thirty, or 
whether it will not leave 
until twelve fifteen. ik 
This uncertainty gives to the railway ticket some- % thing of the 
charm of a lottery ticket, and, next to the Italians, no people 
cherish the love of lottery gambling as tenderly as do the 
Americans. 

I had expected to take a train which the time-table assured me 
would start at one o’clock, and when I found that, owing to a 
change of time-table, the train would not start until four o’clock, 
I was somewhat exasperated. The station-master, however, who 
was a jovial, garrulous person, so fat that he could hardly squeeze 
through the door of his ticket office, did his best to soothe me, 














aa 
ff, 


eo) SN < 
‘ 5 a “ Y Bea ‘ y 
=> - 








“DID HIS BEST TO 
SOOTHE ME.” 
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‘You just set down on that there settee,” he said, “until I get 
the one fifteen freight started, and I’ll come and have a cigar with 
you, and a gameof euchre. It’s a little aggravatin’, I admit, 
to be kep’ here from one to four, but it ain’t my fault.” So 
saying he closed the window of his ticket office, and waddled out 
on to the platform, where he conferred with the conductor of a 
freight train that was waiting, apparently out of sheer laziness, 
as is the habit of freight trains, on a siding. When the conductor 
felt that the conversation was beginning to flag, he yawned, 
consulted his watch, and remarked to his driver that ‘‘ we might 
as well mosey along.” . Whereupon the locomotive whistled, the 
train rumbled slowly on its way, and the station-master came into 
the waiting-room, and, offering me a large and rank cigar, dropped 
himself into a seat, wiped his brow with a bandanna handkerchief, 
and remarked that it was ‘“‘ seasonable weather.” 

I accepted his view of the weather, and then he asked me 
‘‘ where I might be going.” 

“To Athensville,”’ I replied; naming a town some thirty miles 
from Jericho. . 

‘¢ You'll find it a pretty lively town,” said the station-master. 
‘There ain’t no flies to speak of on that town—I know, for I’ve 
lived there myself. Do you calculate to locate there ?” 

I told him that I only expected to spend a week at Athensville. 
‘It’s a pity you don’t make’up your mind to locate there,’’ con- - 
tinued my entertainer. ‘‘ There’s money lying all round the 
streets of that town waiting for enterprising men to come along 
and pick it up. Not that there's any want of enterprise among 
the people themselves. Why there’s more churches and more 
saloons in that town, in proportion to its size, than there is in any 
other town in Montana. And the churches ain’t standing empty, 

neither. People take an interest in them. Did you happen to 
hear about the row the Baptists had between the preacher and 
the choir ?” 

I answered that the fame of that battle had not yet reaches 
me. | 

‘¢T’ll tell you about it,’”’ said the station-master. ‘It'll interest 
you, especially if you’re a pious man, and I calculate, from your 
not cussin’ about the train, that you are. Besides, it’ll give you 
an idea of the enterprising spirit of the people.” 

The station-master drew up another chair, on which he com- 
fortably disposed his legs, and then, running a long steel pin, 
which he carried in the lapel of his coat, through his cigar, with 
a view to encouraging it to draw, he began his narrative. 
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“The First Baptist Church had had a lot of trouble with its 
pastors. I don’t know 
who was to blame, and it 
ain’t my business to in- 
quire, I beinga Methodist, 
though I used to be a 
Presbyterian. I come over 
to the Methodists shortly 
after I went into the rail- 
road business. A man 
has got to be able to cuss 
pretty lively if he is going 
to get on in railroading, 
and it’s against the regula- 
tions for a Presbyterian to 
cuss. Now a Methodist ; 
ain’t coupled up so tight. @& C9 4 
He can swear now and 3 AES § 
then if it seems to be desir- ae 
able. It’s only falling from Sit 
grace, and he can straighten 
the whole thing out the 
next time there is a re- 
vival. . 

‘¢ However, this hasn’t 
got anything to do with 
thestory. As I was saying, 
the Baptists had so much 
trouble with their preachers 
that it got to be difficult 
for them to fill their pulpit 
when a vacancy took place. 
Last year they called the 
Rev. Dr. Jones, whom 
you’ve probably heard of. 
He was the man _ who 
preached seven hours and 
thirty-three minutes on a 
stretch at the Rifletown 
camp meeting two years 
ago, and won the 
championship of the 
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North-west for long range preaching. Now, the Doctor is a 
mighty s:nart man, and he knew the reputation of the Athensville 
Baptists, and he didn’t intend to accept their call, and then 
be turned out in six or eight months. So he refused to come 
unless they would give him a written contract for three years, 
and he stuck to it unti! they gave him the contract, thinking it 
would be a great thing for their Church to have the champion of 
the North-west in their pulpit. | 

‘‘The Baptists pride themselves on their choir, and take it by 
and large it is the next best thing to Moore and Kelly’s Minstrels 
that I ever heard, and I’ve heard a good deal of music at one time 
and another. But this choir always gave trouble. There were 
pretty girls in it, and there were young men in it, and only a small 
percentage of them were sanctified. It’s a curious thing that you 
very seldom meet a choir where the members are hopefully pious. 
Seems as if the minute a man or a woman gets religion they lose 
their voices as far as singing goes. 

‘Well! it was only natural that this choir should doa good 
deal of flirting, and general carrying on during the sermon, when 
they were off duty. There were green baize curtains in front of 
the choir, and the members used to draw them when the sermon 
began, and shut themselves off from the sight of the parson and 
the congregation. There was no objection to the curtains, and no 
sensible person would have made any objection to a reasonable 
amount of flirting, provided it was done decently and in order, 
young people being young people, and it not being expected that 
a choir should be pious. But thishyer choir couldn’t carry on 
quietly. Every now and then you'd hear a laugh, or maybe a 
slap, or maybe a remark, such as ‘Go away!’ or ‘Ain’t you 
. ashamed of yourself?’ or ‘Behave now!’ This distracted the 
attention of the people from the sermon, and annoyed the preacher. 
Half-a-dozen preachers had tried to stop it, but the choir had 
‘beat them every time, and in the end the preachers gave it up 
and left. | 

‘*Doctor Jones was a hard man to beat in whatever way you 
might tackle him. Besides, he had a contract for three years in his 
pocket, and that made him independent. ‘The second Sunday after 
he came to Athensville, the choir interrupted his sermon several 
times. He said nothing at the time, but in the course of the 
week he let it be generally known that he was going to fight that 
choir, and meant to win. 

‘This created a good deal of excitement in the place. The 
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betting was three to one on the choir, for it had always won in 
previous difficulties, and the majority of the people didn’t under- 
stand Dr. Jones's plan of campaign. The next Sunday, when 
the choir came into the gallery, they found that the green baize 
curtain had been taken away, and that they must do their flirting 
under the eyes of the audience. But the leading soprano had a 
remarkably level head. She took off her shawl, and pinned it 
over the front railing 
of the gallery. The 
other women singers 
followed her example, 
and then the whole 
choir carried on worse 
thanever. First blood, 
as you might say, was 
allowed to the choir, 
and the odds went up 
to four and four-and-a- 
half to one. 
‘‘The Doctor said 
mighty little, but next 
Sunday the choir found 
that the railing had 
been taken away, 
andthat there was ““/ 
no way of hiding 
themselves from ff 
public gaze. The 
members did a little 
whispering together, “ PINNED HER SHAWL OVER THE FRONT RAILING.” 
but they sat pretty 
quiet till the preacher gave out the hymn that comes in just 
before the sermon. It was a middling short hymn that he gave 
out, but the choir didn’t sing it. I don’t know as you are familiar 
with the Baptist hymn book. If you are, you will remember that 
it has one hymn consisting of three hundred verses—which is 
meant to be sung in sections—same as we run a train that is too 
long for one engine. Well, when the preacher gave out his hymn, 
with, it might be, four verses, the choir paid no attention to him, 
but started in to sing the three-hundred-verse hymn, and, b’gosh! 
they sung it! They sung it, too, to the slowest tune in their 
whole vocabulary, and it lasted for two mortal hours. 
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‘© The preacher could not get in a word while the singing was: 
going on, for between the verses the organ played its very loudest, 
and, of course, the whole services were brought to a standstill. 
When the hymn was ended, it was far too late for any preaching, 
for it was nearly an hour past everybody’s dinner-time, and all the 
women were on pins and needles, knowing that the meat in the . 
oven, and all the rest of the cooking, would be burnt to a coal. 
The preacher said nothing, and everybody allowed that the choir 
had come out a long way ahead, and the odds took another rise 
up to seven to one, with mighty few takers. 3 

‘« That week the newspaper reporters called on the Doctor to get 
his views of the situation, ; *| 
but he refused to talk. 
He merely said _ that, 
having the right on 
his side, he had no 
doubt about the result, 
and was ready to die 
in his tracks if it - 
should be neces- _, Ws \ eT of ing A 
sary in order to /) |, Hiss NU gl 
defend the prin- Hl Me | WN AZ _ - 
ciples of his re- Hn Yj Vj Sea a 3 
ligion. This, of || 
course, was the 
proper spirit to 
show, but what 
everybody wanted 
to know was, how 










a 
the Doctor pro- “THE ORGAN PLAYED ITS VERY LOUDEST.” 


posed to get ahead 
of the choir, and whether he really had any plan or not.. 
‘Another Sunday came round, as they will do, and you can't 
help yourself. The choir went into the ring with smiling faces, 
as though they felt sure that they had already won, and the 
pcople were half inclined to give them three cheers—not because. 
they approved of the principles that the choir represented, but 
because they couldn’t help admiring the skill and pluck with 
which they kept their end up. When it came time for. the 
preacher to give out the first hymn, he never gave it out. 
at all, but hove ina long Scripture reading in its place. - Then 
he. had the wsual prayer, in which he made it pretty hot . for 
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the choir, it being his innings, and he naturally making the 
most of it. Then he had some more Scripture reading, during 
which the choir began to get uneasy. ‘They whispered together, 
and, as it was afterwards understood, agreed to rush in with a 
hymn the moment the preacher finished his prayer. Their idea 
was to sing the three-hundred-verse hymn over again, and so 
keep the minister from preaching, just as they had done the last 
Sunday. But Doctor Jones was too smart to be caught out twice 
in the same way. He meandered along with his prayer until he 
was pretty near the end of it, and then he asked for a blessing on 
the sermon, ‘ whichwill be as 
follows. Those were his 
very words, and then, 
without the least inter- 
ruption, he sandwiched 
2 whole sermon into that 
prayer, and preached for 
thrce hours by the clock. 
His sermon was directcd 






that flirting in church was 
blasphemy of the tallest kind, 
and that preventing a preacher 
irom delivering a sermon wai 
about four shades worse than 
murder. The choir stood it 
for two hours, and then they 
all gct up and went out. 
The Doctor preached right € “a 
along until his sermon was 
§nished, and then he finished 
up the tag end of his prayer an Sa 
and dismissed the congrega- | 
tion. Most of them were dead tired, as was natural after three hours 
of sermon, but they could appreciate good fighting when they saw 
it, and they came round the preacher and shook hands and con- 
gratulated him on his signal victory. That is, all but those who 
had put big money on the choir and couldn’t afford to lose it, for 
it was clear enough that the preacher was going to win, and that 
the choir knew that they were beaten.” 

‘¢Was that the end of it ?’’ I asked, as the station-master 
paused in his narrative and went to the door, 


“No,” he replied, as he returned to his seat. “I was just 
a-looking for a wild cat that generally comes along about this 
time, and that will run into the Pacific express if she don’t get on 
to this siding inside of ten minutes. No, there was life in the 
choir yet, and the Doctor knew too much to push his victory too 
far. There pretty generally comes a time in every fight when a 
wise man sees that a compromise 1s wanted Doctor Jones saw 
this, and he proposed a compromise. There was a lumber room 


fast vr 
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“THERE WAS EVERY OPPORTUNITY FOR FLIRTING.” 


in the tower, just behind the organ, and the Doctor proposed that 
this should be fitted up as a settin’ room, and that the choir, when 
they were not due to sing, should have the privilege of going into 
the room and passing the time as they might see fit. In this way 
the choir would get rid of hearing the sermon, and the audience 
would get rid of hearing or seeing the choir in the act of miscon- 





Snes -s 


WAITING FOR THE TRAIN. 651 


ducting themselves in the sacred edifice. The Doctor said that, 
of course, if they were Church members, he should insist upon 
their hearing the sermon for the benefit of their souls, but seeing 
as they were worldlings, all that he was bound to do was to see 
that they did not disturb the congregation. 

‘‘ This compromise was accepted, and the choir, after the room 
was fitted up, spent most of their time in it. There was every 
opportunity for flirting, and there was always lemonade on the 
table. They do say that the tenor and the bass used to play 
euchre during the sermon, but I don’t more than half believe it, 
though they were both pretty middling bad men. Doctor Jones 
was perfectly satisfied with the result of the fight, and the choir 
felt that they were better off than ever before. So you see every- 
body was satisfied. Even the men that had put their money on 
the choir came out all right, for when the question who had won 
was referred by mutual consent to a committee of deacons 
belonging to sister denominations, it was decided that, as the 
fight had been compromised, it must be considered a draw, and 
that all bets were off. 

“That's the story of the great Baptist fight in Athensville, 
and there’s that wild cat. Some day she'll be about a minute 
late in getting on to that siding, and there'll be the biggest 
kind of a smash-up in front of this station. There’s the Pacific 
express now, whistling just beyond Smith’s Bridge. She'll be 
along here in three minutes. Just come out on the platform 
and see her pass. She’ll hustle, you can bet your sweet life.” 





We all know of the man who was offered Chicago 
Barr offers a for a pair of boots, but who, alas! did not happen to 
fortune. have the boots. His profit would have been large 
to-day if he could have made the exchange. The 
world is full of men who had not the necessary footware when 
their particular Chicago was offered them. Those who had the 
boots are the millionaires of to-day. Fortune is said to knock at 
every man’s door at least once in a lifetime. It proves a run- 
away knock in many cases; nevertheless, so careless is mankind 
that often a genuine knock by Madame Fortune is not answered 
at the door. Some men are so stupid that, if a fortune were pre- 
sented to them, they would not have the sense to take it. It is on 
record that a person once stood on London Bridge all day and 
offered a trayful of real sovereigns at a penny each, but found 
no purchasers. All this preliminary is merely to pave the way 
for the offer of a fortune, to start the New Year with, which 
I am about to make, hoping to find a man who will accept 
it. I give away the fortune without asking even a coupon 
to be cut and sent in to The Idler. It may be asked (people 
are so suspicious in this world) why I do net take this 
fortune myself and enjoy the proceeds thereof. To that I 
make reply that I have money enough, and do not wish to 
encumber myself with more. It is such a bother to take care of 
superfluous cash. I might give it away, of course, but I do not 
wish to alienate my friends by giving them money, and, not being 
on speaking terms with my enemies, I cannot therefore offer them 
the surplus of my abundance. Still, I am trying now to give this 
fortune away, neither to a friend nor an enemy, but to the gentle 
reader. 


4 
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If you ask anyone who knows, he will tell you diak 

the kind of invention which produces large fortunes is What a thousand 
not a costly and complicated machine, however in- mile ticket is. 
genious, but a small, cheap, useful article that every- 

body needs. The contrivance which is to produce the fortune I 
am giving away is not a new device; it is already popular in 
the United States. All that is necessary is to persuade, perhaps, 
a dozen men in Europe that it is a good thing. The rest 1s 
simple, and the person who gets the monopoly of this little article 
isa made man. The device is simply a Continental thousand 
mile book, good on all the railways of England and the Continent. 
In America the thousand mile book is in. daily use, and is avery 
great convenience. Each railway issues its own thousand mile 
boak, but doubtless the time will come there when these books 
will.be good on all lines. Some railways issue these tickets in 
little hooks of 10, 50, or 100 pages, with 100, 20, or 10 miles.on a 
page. The pages are perforated like a sheet of postage stamps, 
each stamp representing a mile. If you travel ten miles, the 
conductor takes out ten stamps and gives you back the rest of the 
book. Other companies issue the thousand mile ticket in covers, 
the ticket being a tremendously long strip of paper, folded between, 
and marked off into one thousand divisions. If you travel, say, 
120 miles, the conductor. pulls out the ticket as if it were a tape 
measure, and tears it off when he has run out 120 divisions. 
There is no booking or stamping required. You buy as many 
books as you wish at a ticket-office down town as if they were 
packets of cigarettes, and then you can get on any train at any 
station and travel as many miles as you have stamps in your book. 
Prices vary, but, as a general thing, you can get a thousand 
mile ticket in Chicago for $20, or rat which is about a penny 
a mile first-class. One railway in Canada issues thousand mile 
bo ks, but you must produce the book at the station where you 
begin your journey, the booking-clerk taking out the number of miles 

ou wish to travel, and giving you in exchange a regular ticket for 
that distance, but, as a general rule, you simply hand ‘your book 
to the conductor, and the ticket is good for a year.. Partially- 
used or complete books. are as saleable as gold in nearly all the 
cities of the United States, ‘‘ scalpers,” as they are called, having 
offices for the selling or buying of them. 

% % % % 
Now, if these thousand mile tickets are considered = 

a great convenience in the United States and Canada, Can it be 
where the same language obtains throughout the acclimated In 
whole continent, imagine what a boon they would be Europe? 
to a traveller roaming over Europe. In America 

every conductor is bound to carry an official table of distances, 
and in Europe every guard could do the same. I believe Brad- 
shaw gives the distances on all lines, so there would be no trouble 
on that score. The Continental book would, probably, have to be 
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in kilometres, and not in miles. The price might be arranged, say, 
at a penny a mile second class and three-halfpence a mile first. 
All tickets ought to be unlimited in time. The limited ticket is an 
outrage and a swindle. If you buy a ticket and don’t travel on it 
for ten years the railway company has no right to complain. It 
has the use of your money all that time for nothing. Imagine 
the Bank of England taking five sovereigns from you and giving 
you in return a £5 bank note, good for 30 or for 45 days! The 
thing is too absurd to mention even, yet the railway companies 
are doing an exactly similar action every day, and we stand it, 
because we are a good and patient people. However, that is a 
battle to be fought in the future; let us return to our thousand 
kilometre muttons. These tickets, then, will be bought and sold in 
any town in England or the Continent. Their issue would largely 
increase travel, and so enrich the railways. But to the bewildered 
man, who is not just certain that he talks his own language 
correctly, they would be ‘“‘a sweet boon,” as A. Ward said of 
The Tower. There would be no worry over the currency, and no 
struggle at Continental booking-offices trying to make the clerk 
understand where you want to go. They booked me once to 
Hamburg when I wanted to go to Homburg, and I missed my 
train at Rome another time because I didn’t know two-syllabled 
Naples was three-syllabled Napoli. Of course, you always get 
along all right, but I’m talking now of and for the ordinary every- 
day English-speaking dunderhead like myself. It may be said 
that if you take a tourist ticket from the admirable Cook or the 
estimable Gaze you do not have to trouble foreign booking-clerks. 
That is partly true, but you are at once restricted as to route and 
as totime. These two reputable firms, like certain magistrates, 
give 30 or 45 days, and sometimes, but rarely, two months. 
Turning again to myself (there is nothing like showing a horrible 
example), I write these words in the Tyrol. I could not tell the 
worthy Cook nor the respectable Gaze my route, because I hadn’t 
the slightest idea one day where I would go the next. They 
couldn’t tell me either, and so I played the trip off my own bat. 
‘I started in Holland, with an abominable currency, consisting of 
rixdollars, guilders, stivers, and bric-a-brac of that sort. The 
booking-clerk insisted on sending me to Berlin and not to 
Brussels. In Belgium I got among the more familiar francs; in 
Germany, next day, I was among marks and ten-pfennig pieces, 
that we fondly try to think equal pennies, which they don’t. 
In Switzerland once more the franc; in Austria there are florins 
and kreutzers, and other like horrors that a man never quite gets 
the hang of, and so it goes. I know I’ve been cheated all along 
the line, but for the life of me I cannot tell how much, and that 
always worries a man. He doesn’t so much mind being cheated 
if he knows the exact amount. To sum up, if any man can 
persuade the dozen or more European railway managers that a 
universal thousand kilometre ticket will be a good thing both for the 
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railways and the travelling public, and if that man can get a 
monopoly on the sale of those tickets, he will be richer than 
Rothschild in five years. 


*% % % % 
All summer we have been dreading the advent 
of cholera. January is now here and we have no Alden on 
cholera, but all the time an infinitely worse epidemic the bicycle. 


has been devastating London. At least a thousand 

cases of bicycle riding occur in this city every day, and on 
Saturdays and Sundays the number of cases probably reaches four 
or five thousand. On the latter days the streets leading out of 
London are nearly impassable on account of bicycles spinning 
along at a rate of ten or fifteen miles an hour, and running down 
men, women, and children with perfect impartiality. Not content 
with killing or maiming their victims, the bicycles carry bells or 
trumpets for the dissemination of heart-disease. Twenty times a 
day I hear a bell rung just behind me, and leap madly aside with 
a heart beating about a hundred and fifty to the minute. When 
you see the dead carts going down Oxford Street or Clapham Road 
on Saturday nights, and gathering up the killed and wounded so 
as to make the streets passable for ordinary traffic, you think you 
have some idea of the horrors of the bicycle, but you haven't. Go 
to the hospitals and see the thousands that are suffering from 
heart-disease brought on by sudden bicycle shocks, and then you 
will begin to think that the cholera is not worth mentioning by the 
side of the devastation wrought by the bicycle. Moreover, the 
bicycle is rendering the public as callous to human ‘suffering as 
were the Romans in the days of gladiatorial shows. ‘There are 
people who find it actually amusing to watch from an upper 
window a bicycle in the act of mowing down a long procession of 
sandwich men, but it is certainly a brutal taste which can take 
delight in the killing or maiming of helpless men—with, of course, 
the exception of organ-grinders, and the wretches who sell vege- 
tables and flowers at the top of their lungs, through streets that 
would otherwise be comparatively quiet. 


% x 
It is some slight comtort to know that the 
bicyclist dies at an early age of disease of the heart And his 
or the spine. Still, other bicyclists immediately take remedy. 


his place, and his death does no more real and lasting 

good than did the burning of Chicago, followed as it was by the 
immediate rebuilding of that uncalled-for city. There, however, 
is a remedy for the bicycle plague which would be thorough and 
permanent. It is evident to the most careless observer that the 
bicycle is only a variety of treadmill, and the treadmill has long 
been recognised as admirably adapted to meet the wants of the 
criminal population. Let our courts have power hereafter to 
sentence criminals to the bicycle instead of the treadmill. Ina 
short time our streets will present the frequent spectacle of 
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criminals, clad in striped duane bending over their bicycles, 
and publicly. working out their sentences. When ‘this sight 
becomes common, the amateur bicyclist will refuse to run the risk 
of being mistaken for a criminal, and he will sell his bicycle for 
old steel. We cannot make bicycle-riding a.misdemeanour, for the 
bicyclists are so numerous that no party ‘could venture to face a’ 
general election after having made bicycle-riding unlawful. We 
can, however, crush out the nuisance by substituting the bicycle 
for the treadmill as a punishment for crime. 


3 95 28 a 


During ‘the silly season of the year before last (to 
Zangwill’s New = enable the sea-serpent to have a year off) I agrced to 
Year reso- write a serial for the Star. ‘Of course it was about a 
lution. murder (it may be as well to admit that I committed 
that murder in all seriousness, since the Morning Post 
said the skit was somewhat laboured), and the puzzle was, “ Find 
the Murderer.” During the run of the story readers kept sending 
in unsolicited solutions, and when it was finished the editor asked 
me to say something about their letters, as he had not acknow- 
ledged them in any way. ‘Thereupon I wrotea letter to the paper, 
thanking the solvers for their kindly attempts tc help me out of the 
mess into which I had got the plot. I did not like to wound their 
feelings by saying straight out that they had failed one and all to 
hit on the real murderer, just like real police, so I tried to break 
the truth to them in a roundabout mendacious fashion. I stated 
that I was determined no one should guess the mystery, and so 
whenever any reader sent in the name of one of the characters as 
that of the murderer, I ticked off that name and determined he or 
she should be innocent, whosoever might swing for it. Thus, said 
I, when I came to wind up the story, I found all the characters 
ticked off except one, and so | had no option but to bring him in 
guilty. One would have imagined that no one could have taken 
this seriously—not even the editor of a comic paper—for it ‘is 
obvious that the mystery-story is just the one species of ‘story 
which cannot be told impromptu or altered at the last moment, 
seeing that it demands the most careful ‘piecing together, and the. 
most elaborate dovetailing. Nevertheless, if you cast your joke 
upon the waters you shall find it no joke after many days. - This 
is what I read last January in the Lyttelton Times, New Zealand : 
« The chain of circumstantial evidence against the falsely-accused 
Tom Mortlake seems fairly irrefragible. From all accounts Mr. 
Zangwill himself was puzzled, after carefully forging every link, 
how to break it. The method ultimately adopted I consider more 
ingenious then convincing.” After that I made up my mind 
never to joke again, but this good intention was shortly afterwards 
bought up cheap by a firm which had obtained the contract for 
paving a popular winter resort. 


In those days I was editing a paper. I wanted 
it to be original, and so I instructed my dramatic He recalls 
critic to write the truth about plays and actors. old times. 
Nowadavs, I know better. I> am convinced that 
truth lives at the bottom of a well only to evade service of the writs 
for libel. One morning, I got a letter from the husband of an 
American variety actress complaining bitterly of the injustice of 
our criticism. His language was more melodramatic than 
grammatical. I wrote a line in reply, expressing my regret that he 
should object to honest criticism. Back came a letter full of 
righteous indignation, charged with the pathos of outraged virtue. 
He object to honest criticism, forsooth! The mere suspicion 
pained him. ‘So far from objecting to honest criticism,” he 
wrote, “J have often paid for articles attacking mv wife !” The 
italics belong to me; they are the only commentary I shall make 
upon the confession, the morals of which are as numerous as they 
are delicious! Of course the attempt to run a paper upon my 
lines failed, the organ perishing of arrested circulation; but I was 
reminded of this theatrical episode only the other day, when I 
received a letter from a gentleman applying, with a flourish of 
credentials, for the post of dramatic critic. This put me into a 
quandary. I did not know what to reply. It was like that 
question of the old Greek Sophist: ‘*When did you leave off 
beating your mother-in-law?” Not to answer the applicant 
would appear discourteous; a blunt refusal would annoy him 
even more, while to reproach him with ignorance of a fact which he 
‘should have ascertained before writing would be most galling of 
all. Inthe end I let him down as gently as I could by writing: 
“ Dear Sir,—Owing to the non-existence of the paper, I do not 
propose to make any change in the dramatic department at 
present.” 

5 +t * $¢ 

I make no apology for being periectly serious 
to-day, because the beginning of a New Year always Phillpotts ro. 
finds me so. The man who walks into January with — soives. 
a light heart must be more or less of a thoughtless fool. 
We have burnt the yule log, we have drunk the wassail, we have 
‘scattered abroad the customary expressions of peace and goodwill ; 
‘now Christmas has gone, and we stand face to face with 1894. 
He is only a funny baby as yet, he does not promise well, but he 
:s good for a twelvemonth’s run, and during that period each and 
all of us will be absolutely at his mercy. Of course, I am not 
zoing to preach or give advice, but I shall firmly indicate to-day 
a line of conduct: the particular line I design myself to adventure. 
I have made certain resolves—certain rational, unambitious, every- 
day resolves—and without being a slave to these New Year 
determinations, without permitting them at all times to ride rough- 
shod over my inclinations, I shall give them a fair trial and a fair 
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field. Some of these intentions apply peculiarly to my own case, 
and I do not feel called upon to publish them here or anywhere, 
but others are of a general, salutary sort, likely to benefit the 
average man in his goings and comings and eternal battle with 
life’s problems. These, to the number of six, I set out here: the 
rule or resolve first, the logical force and utility of it afterwards. 


+ % + % 
(1.) Don’t be up so early in the mornings. This 
And makes longing to rise with the sun is merely a savage 
rules. fragment of the old aboriginal instincts which 


naturally obtained before artificial light was under- 
stood. People then went to bed when it grew dark and rose as 
soon as they could see. The earliest bird catches the fattest worm, 
and suffers from the worst indigestion. An early bird is a bit of 
Nature; an early man is a disgrace to nocturnal civilisation. 
Never, therefore, be visible to your fellows till the day is well aired. 
Let it be your wife’s ghastly privilege alone to see you in the soul- 
searching light of early morning. (2.) Spend more money upon 
yourself. Never forget that you can only live your life once 
through. When it is over, no further opportunities for having a 
real, tangible good time are likely to occur. MRecollect that selfish 
pleasure is an impossible abstraction invented by cranky Sophists. 
You cannot indulge in any manly recreation of any sort without 
putting good money into the pocket of some more or less deserving 
person. (3.) Drink more. Stimulant is a necessity under the 
artificial conditions which govern society at present. Providence 
knows this, and places the means of life at every street corner. 
Increase your customary allowance steadily. Give your vital 
centres a fair chance in this matter. See how much you can do 
with. It is almost better to have none than not enough. (4.) 
Back horses now and then. Remember that by.so doing you are 
indirectly improving the breed of horses. You are also adding 
your mite to maintain a glorious British institution, and helping 
alike to sweeten the home and briyzhten the prospects of the 
sporting tipster whose advice you follow and the small bookmaker 
with whom you transact your business. (5.) Don’t break your 
heart trying to live within your means. Recollect that no man yet 
ever gotall he deserved. Therefore you have not got what you 
deserve. By refusing to incur debts, you are simply submitting to 
an arbitrary and despotic Providence. Therefore rollickon the basis 
of the imaginary income your real parts entitle you to; don’t dream 
of starving upon the real pittance that bully Fate has unjustly 
awarded you. To follow this rule requires a fair measure of 
intelligence, but a little practical experiment will serve to develop 
my meaning quicker than anything. (6.) Continue to go on pretty 
much as you are going. What was good enough for 1893 ought 
to be good enough for 1894. Enlarged, this rule means, just grub 
on working for vourself, thinking of yourself, living, lying, 
struggling, sweating for No. 1 as usual. Remember that the 
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devil takes the hindmost, if vou happen to be in front ; and if your 
place is at the rear, recollect cheertully that the same devil often 
drops heavily upon your brothers in the van. 
% *% % Ds 
Tradition has ordered that the early days of 
January shall be sacred to the memory of unrealised Gribble remem. 
ambitions; and, at this moment, Iam reminded of a bers something. 
certain abandoned project of my own. Tor, once upon 
a time, I meditated the compilation of a birthday book, which was 
to be quite different from all the other birthday books. lt was to 
be a Cynic’s Birthday Book, and, instead of quotations from the 
Bible, or Shakespeare, or Martin Farquhar ‘Tupper, it was to 
contain a cynical sentiment for every day inthe vear. The notion 
was put into my head by a sermon in which the preacher had 
complained of the increasiny wickedness of the world. Since the 
cup of our iniquity was so full, it seemed to me that there must 
necessarily be a public demand for a volume consisting of three 
hundred and sixty-six stray iniquitous observations. So I set to 
work industriously. I wrote down on a piece of paper all the 
most wicked epigrams that I could remember to have heard. 
Then I tried to perpetrate sundry cynicisms out of my own 
head. I wrote that ‘*the cynicism of one generation is the 
proverbial philosophy of the next,” that “ misconduct is three- 
fourths of life,’ and that ‘‘ the consciousness of goo. work well 
done is not nearly so gratifying as the consciousness of bad 
work well paid for.” 
* % % 5 
The years pass, however, and my Cynic's Birth- 
day Book has not yet appeared. I should be glad to Which never 
think that the reason is that I am incapable of the came to any 
sustained wickedness requisite for its satisfactory com- thing. 
pletion. But the real trouble hes, I fear, in the 
liability of cynicism to repeat itself, and the difficulty of getting 
together as many as three hundred and sixty-six distinct 
cynicisms with a sincere and genuine ring about them. ‘To invert 
a proverb, as Mr. Oscar Wilde so often dogs, is, as a rule, merely 
to be cynical under false pretences. The cynicism which goes 
deep down into the human soul, striking a responsive chord in the 
bosom of every man who has a proper potentiality of wickesness, 
is hard to find. Perhaps, if all the most wicked literary men of 
the day would co-operate in the search, thece hundred and sixty- 
six of them would at last be brought to light: but I am quite sure 
that no single wicked man can poss:bly be wick. . cnough to 
discover so many without assistance. 
% % a *% 
The principal objection to January is that it 
causes considerable confusion in the dating of Ictters G.R fims wblecss 
and cheques, being the first month of a new vear. It to Janey. 
is also a very worrying month to superstitious people, 
and there never lived a man or a woman worth his or her salt who 
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‘was not superstitious. All through January one is nervously 
sensitive on the subject of things going wrong. It is beginning 
the year so badly, don’t you know! Beyond that there was not so 
much to be said against it as a month until it pleased the editors 
of The Idler to select it as a subject for Club gossip. Why 
January? Mr. Facing Both Ways Janus, to whom we are 
indebted for the name of the first month of the year, presided over 
the gates and avenues of thought, and through him only could 
prayer reach the immortal gods, but he refuses absolutely to open 
the gates and avenues of thought to me in connection with his 
own particular and private month. . 
* * * * 
January includes New Year’s Day and Twelfth 


Inevery clime. Night, but New Year’s Day was severely dealt with by 


the Club in a previous discussion, and to deal con- 
scientiously with Twelfth Night one has to conjure up visions of 
a long-vanished childhood. As to the first of January I havé 
spent it in many parts of Europe, and once in Africa (it was only 
in Algiers, but after all that zs in Africa), and if the subject had 
been the first of January only I could have dwelt upon that New 
Year's Day, on which I walked through six inches of snow from 
the railway station at Nice to my hotel, and found everybody who 
had come South, in search of sunshine and warmth, cowering round 
small, freshly Brunswick-blacked, and consequently evil-smelling, 
stoves. I could have produced witha flying pen a graphic de- 
scription of the four de ?’An in Paris, or I could have narrated the 
adventures which befell me long years agoin Bonn, when | 
commenced the New Year in the company of two German 
gens d’arme, who locked me up for having on the previous 
evening dropped lighted vesuvians on the umbrella of a venerable 
professor who stood for some time under my window in a snow- 

storm conversing with a friend. But that is another story. 
| % % *% % bs 
I once knew a little boy who was christened 


And moralises = January, and who went through this vale of tears as 
thereon. January Jones, Esquire, bearing malice towards his 


godfather and godmother, but the only really famous 
January was the elderly Lombard Baron of that name who 
married the youthful Miss May, and was afterwards convinced 
that dimness of sight was the sole cause of the jealous pangs he 
suffered. How many of us, like Baron January, are willing in all 
earthly things to be persuaded that our defective eyesight is to 
blame for that which appeareth evil unto us. And having found 
a moral in connection with January, like a wise man, I will 
search no further, but say, with the Father of English poetry— 

Now goodé men, I pray you to be glad ; | 


Thus endeth here my tale of January — 
God blesse us and his mother Sainié Mary, 
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